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1953 

1952 

1951 

Population  (Estimated  Civilian) 

143,181 

143,056 

145,135 

Persons  Married  per  1,000  Population 

6. 8 

6.1 

6.1 

Number  of  Live  Births  (Coreected) 

2,562 

2,528 

2,689 

Birth-rate  per  1 , 000  Population 

17.9 

17.7 

18.6 

Illegitimate  Birth-rate  per  1 00  Births 

6.7 

7.6 

7.9 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births 

28 

30 

30 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1 , 000  Live  and 
Still  Births 

0.91 

0.91 

1 .08 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

17 

19 

32 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

17 

15 

28 

Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
per  1,000  Population 

0.12 

0.10 

0.19 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculo sis 

- 

4 

4 

Death-rate  from  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculosis  per  1,000  Population 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

Number  of  Deaths  (Corrected)  All  Causes 

1,519 

1,641 

1,761 

Death-rate  - All  Causes 

10.6 

11.5 

10.5 

14. 


SECTION  I - 


A.  Local  Health  Authority  Functions 

1 . Care  of  ivlpthers  and.  Young  Children 

The  scheme  for  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children  covers 
the  whole  County  including  the  Burghs  and  is  under  the  administrative 
control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(a)  Infant  Mortality 

In  1 953  there  were  73  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  as  compared  with  77  in  1952,  Of  these,  52  occurred  within 
4 weeks  of  birth  and  21  from  4 weeks  to  1 year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  as  expressed  per  1,000  live  births 
wsls  28  compared  with  a rate  of  31  for  Scotland  as  a whole. 


The  causes  of  deaths  of  children  under  4 weeks  were  as 
follows: - 


Birth  Injuries,  Asphyxia  and  Atelectasis  24 
Congenital  Malformations  8 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  3 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  1 
Intestinal  Obstruction  & Hernia  1 
Other  Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  14 
Other  Infections  of  the  Newly  Born  1 


Total  52 

The  causes  of  deaths  of  children  aged  from  4 weeks  to  1 year 
were  as  follov/s:- 


Congenital  Malformations  5 
Pneumonia  9 
Bronchitis  1 
Other  Respira.tory  Diseases  1 
Cancer  1 
Diarrhoea  1 
Other  Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  1 
Violence  2 


Total  21 

Deaths  of  Children  between  1 and  5 years 

The  number  of  children  dying  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 
was  12.  The  causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows :- 


Respiratory  Diseases  2 
Malignant  Neoplasm  1 
Infectious  Diseases  2 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  1 
Non-meningococcal  Meningitis  2 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  1 
Road  Transport  Accidents  2 
Other  Violence  1 


Total  1 2 

(b)  Still  Births 


The  number  of  still  births  registered  and  corrected  for 
transfers  during  the  year  was  45,  giving  a rate  of  17  per  1,000 
total  births  compared  with  a rate  of  25  for  the  year  1 952.  The 
still-birth  rate  for  the  whole  Of  Scotland  in  1953  wras  25. 


(c)/ 
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( c ) Maternal  Mortality  . 

Two  deaths  in  women  from  causes  associated  with  pregnancy 
and  childbirth  were  recorded.  Both  deaths  took  place  in  hospital 
and  were  certified  as  follows: - 

1 . Eclampsia  Post  Partum. 

2.  Pulmonary  Embolism.  Therapeutic  Abortion. 

(d)  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  6 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
were  notified.  Seven  cases  were  treated  in  the  City  Hospital, 
Aberdeen,  and  the  remaining  case,  one  of  pyrexia,  was  treated  at 
home.  All  made  a satisfactory  recovery. 

(e)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Two  cases  were  notified  and  both  recovered  without  impairment 
of  vision.  One  case  was  treated  in  hospital  and  the  other  at 
home. 

(f ) Home  Visitation 


The  Domiciliary  Nursing  Staff  paid  home  visits  as  follows : - 

First  Visits  Total  Visits 


Infants  2,670 
Children  1-5  years  9,063 
Expectant  Mothers  2,087 


23,420 

35,410 

13,564 


Of  these,  9251  visits  were  paid  to  1 ,456  expectant  mothers 
who  had  arranged  to  be  confined  in  Hospital. 


(g)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Eight  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  provided  as  follows: - 

Ballater,  Bucksburn,  Culter,  Fraserburgh,  Huntly,  Inverurie, 
Peterhead  and  Turriff. 

With  the  exception  of  Ballater  and  Fraserburgh  which  are 
staffed  by  General  Practitioners,  the  County  Council's  Medical 
Staff  conduct  all  these  clinics,  assisted  by  Health  Visitors  or 
Health  Visitor/District  Nurses  and  voluntary  workers.  These 
ladies  give  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  most  valuable  help  and 
their  services  are  very  much  appreciated. 


Attendances  at  Clinics  were  as  follows 


Under  1 year  of  age 

591  children  made  4,907  attendances. 

One  year  of  age  and  over 

374  children  made  2,319  attendances. 

(h)  Ante  Natal  Clinics 

The  Local  Health  Authority  does  not  provide  Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

(i)  Day  Nursery,  Peterhead 

This  Day  Nursery  has  accommodation  for  50  children  and  was 
filled  to  capacity  during  the  summer  months  when  seasonal  employment 
in  the  fishing  industry  was  offered  to  married  women.  During  the 
remainder/ 
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remainder  of  the  year  attendances  at  the  nursery  fluctuated 
and  the  average  daily  attendance  for  the  whole  year  was  54$. 

Children  under  one  year  made  925  attendances  whilst 
children  in  the  age  group  one  to  five  years  made  7, 282 
attendances. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Day  Nursery  was  not  fully 
utilised  except  during  the  fishing  season,  the  proposal  that  the 
Education  Authority  should  sponsor  a nursery  class  was  put 
forward  and  is  being  examined. 

2.  Midwifery 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  a domiciliary 
midwifery  service  have  remained  unchanged  although  there  has  been  a 
further  reduction  in  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements. 

(a)  Births  and  Birth  Rates 

The  total  number  of  births  after  correction  for  transfers 
was  2,607  and  the  rate  was  17.9  an  compared  with  17.8  for  Scotland 
as  a whole.  There  were  172  illegitimate  births,  representing 
6.7%  of  the  total  births.  For  Scotland  the  figure  was  4.7%  of 
total  births. 

Of  the  total  of  2,607,  only  560  or  21%  took  place  at  home. 

9,221  visits  were  paid  to  these  cases. 

3.  Health  Visiting 

As  in  previous  years.  Health  Visiting  -was  undertaken  by  Domiciliary 
Nurses  as  a combined  duty,  except  in  the  Burghs  of  Peterhead.,  Fraserburgh 
and  Inverurie  and  in  the  Bucksburn  District  of  the  County  where  con- 
centrations of  population  were  such  as  to  warrant  the  employment  of 
specialised  Health  Visitors.  Throughout  the  County  the  service  has 
operated  satisfactorily  although  in  the  case  of  districts  wrhere  duties 
have  been  combined,  the  preventive  aspects  of  the  work  occasionally 
have  been  held  in  abeyance  due  to  pressure  of  general  nursing  duties. 
Usually,  however,  it  has  been  possible  to  provide  assistance  to  catch 
up  with  arrears  of  work. 

A.  Home  Nursing 

At  the  end  of  1953  the  Nursing  Staff  was  as  follows 

1 . Superintendent  and  Assistant  Superintendent  2 

2.  Nurses  performing  combined  duties  50 

3.  Health  Visitors  - full  time  7 

4.  Midwives  - full  time  3 

5.  Nurses  performing  general  duties  only  2 

6.  Relief  nurses  1 

Total  65 

Of  these,  forty  nurses  are  living  in  premises  set  apart  as  nurses' 
houses,  eighteen  are  living  in  their  own  homes,  and  seven  are  in  lodgings. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  93,878  visits  were  paid  to  6,638  general 
cases. 

5.  Domestic  Help 

This  service  continues  to  Increase  in  scope  and  in  efficiency, 
although  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  County  it  is  still  very  difficult 
<fco  enrol  suitable  helpers.  At  the  end  of  the  year  36  part-time  Domestic 
Helps  were  in  employment  and  during  the  year  1 65  cases  had  been  attended. 
Of  these,  61  were  in  respect  of  confinements  either  at  home  or  in 
hospital/ 


hospital  and  67  were  in  respect  of  chronic  sick  or  aged  and  infirm 
persons. 

6.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care 

Pull  details  of  this  service  were  given  in  the  last  year’s  report, 
since  when  there  has  teen  no  significant  alteration.  No  chiropody 
service  was  provided  by  the  local  authority  nor  by  any  voluntary 
organisation.  No  special  measure  in  respect  of  health  education  was 
undertaken. 

It  is  appropriate  under  this  heading  to  deal  with  the  problems  of 
caring  for  the  aged  in  so  far  as  they  concern  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
and  in  particular  as  they  are  listed  in  D.H.S.  Circular  99/1950. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  also  Welfare  Officer  and 
consequently  the  functions  of  the  Local  Welfare  Authority  have  been 
delegated  to  an  independent  Welfare  Committee  and  not  to  a joint  Health 
and  Welfare  Committee  as  is  the  case  with  many  Authorities. 

Nevertheless,  the  full  resources  of  the  Health  Authority  are  available 
to  the  Welfare  Authority  and  full  use  has  been  made  of  the'  Home  Nursing 
and  Home  Help  Services,  the  Care  and  After  Care  Services  and  the  Health 
Visitor  Service.  Additionally,  through  the  Local  Health  Authority’s 
network  of  field  workers,  information  has  been  collected  about  elderly 
persons  in  need  and  steps  have  been  taken  through  the  appropriate  authority 
to  have  these  needs  met. 

The  case  of  the  elderly  person  known  to  be  in  need  but  who  does  not 
wish  to  receive  assistance  appears  still  to  present  an  insoluble  problem. 

7.  Vaccination  and  Inmunisation 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year,  1,366  persons  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time 
and  247  were  re-vaccinated.  Of  the  primary  vaccinations,  1,257  were 
in  respect  of  children  born  during  the  years  1952  and  1953.  This 
gives  an  estimated  infant  vaccination  rate  of  only  5C^,  which  is  not 
satisfactory. 

(b)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Diphtheria  immunisation  was  continued  in  the  County  Schools  and 
clinics  in  accordance  with  the  revised  scheme  which  was  adopted  by 
the  County  Council  in  1 94-1 . The  programme  of  routine  work  at  schools 
was  carried  out  by  a whole- time  Medical  Officer. 

During  the  year  ■under  review,  137  schools  in  the  Fraserburgh, 
Peterhead,  Ellon,  Turriff,  Aberdeen  and  Hunt^y  areas  were  visited. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  these 
schools  as  well  as  that  performed  at  the  County  Clinics  and  privately 
by  the  County  Medical  Practitioners,  together  with  the  relative 
statistical  data  of  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  diphtheria  in 
(a)  immunised  and  (b)  non-immunised  children.  The  figures  in  the 
column  "number  of  completed  immunisations"  refer  to  children  who 
have  received  their  second  injection  between  1st  January  and 
31st  December,  1953,  both  dates  inclusive. 

During  the  yean  under  review,  7,652  children  of  all  ages  - a 
record  number  - received  maintenance  inoculations,  an  increase  of 
A,  129  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  these  inoculations, 

7,438  or  97/  were  carried  out  at  the  County  Schools.  This  brings 
the  total  number  of  children  re-immunised  since  1935  to  43,303* 


Regular/ 


Number  of  completed  Immunisations,  Maintenance  Inoculations  and  Confirmed  Diphtheria  Gases 
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Regular  routine  diphtheria  immunisation  work  at  schools  must 
be  regarded  as  a public  health  measure  of  paramount  importance  if 
the  highly  gratifying  results  in  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
diphtheria  cases  and  deaths  achieved  in  the  County  during  the  past 
19  years  are  to  be  maintained.  That  a need  for  such  preventive 
work  exists  is  exemplified  by  the  great  demand  for  treatment  - 
especially  in  re-immunisation  work  - made  by  parents  during  the  year 
when  this  school  health  service  was  resumed  after  being  in  abeyance 
for  two  years. 

8.  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

As  in  previous  years,  the  same  general  pattern  of  incidence  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  has  shown  itself  and  no  infectious  disease 
assumed  epidemic  proportions..  ; 

No  case  of  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Plague,  Typhus  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever, 
Paratyphoid  Fever,  Encephalitis  or  Leprosy  was  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  for  comparative  purposes  the  number  of 
notifications  of  infectious  diseases  received  year  by  year  for  the  past 
5 years.  A sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  will 
be  noted  between  the  years  1952  and  1953. 


Disease 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Whooping  Cough  (not  notifiable 
until  1950) 

537 

869 

348 

41 

Scarlet  Fever 

180 

240 

199 

166 

196 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

49 

53 

51 

50 

43 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- _ 

- 

Cholera  ... 

. - 

- 

- 

- ! 

- 

Plague 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Typhus 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Pneumonia  - Acute  Influenzal 

23 

33 

24 

15 

10 

- Acute  Primary 

- not  otherwise 

183 

163 

135 

198 

110 

notifiable 

150 

190 

178 

115 

183 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

1 

2 

3 ■, 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

12 

10 

5 

6 ■ 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

12 

6 

10 

3 : 

6 

Typhoid 

- ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  - A 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- B 

- 

- 

2 

4 

- 

Dysentery 

21 

88 

213 

20 

16 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

7 

32 

23 

24  . 

5 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

7 

4 

6 

- | 

5 

Encephalitis 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 

73 

70 

55 

74 

72 

- Non-re  spiratory 

46 

69 

43 

55 

48 

Leprosy 

- 

- 

1 

- 

' - 

Malaria 

3 

2 

4 

4 

4 

Undulant  Fever 

4 

6 

5 

4 ; 

4 

Food  Poisoning 
Others  (not  notifiable) 

*• 

1 

2 

Total  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

656 

1367 

1730 

962  : 

628 

Total  (including  Tuberculosis) 

775 

1506 

1828 

1091 

\t 

3 — - 

9.  Mental  Health  Service 


This  has  remained  substantially  the  same  as  in  previous  years  and 
full  details  of  the  service  were  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1952. 
The  bulk  of  the  work  has  again  been  undertaken  by  the  County  Council' s 
Area  Officers  who  are  authorised  for  the  purpose  and  who  have  been 
responsible  for  removal  of  the  majority  of  certified  mental  patients  to 
hospitals/ 
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hospitals,  for  the  after-care  of  mental  patients.  discharged  on  probation 
or  on  licence  and  for  the  general  supervision  of  boarded-out  mental 
defectives. 

The  difficulty  reported  last  year  in  obtaining  suitable  guardians 
for  boarded-out  mental  defectives  has,  if  anything,  become  more  acute. 
Even  more  acute  is  the  difficulty  in  making  emergency  provision  for  a 
mental  defective  whose  guardian  has  either  died,  taken  ill  or  has  refused 
to  keep  the  defective  any  longer. 

Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  during  the  year  under  review  an 
average  of  1 31  cases  of  mental  defectives  were  boarded  out  in  the  County 
of  Aberdeen  with  120  guardians. 

During  the  same  period  66  cases  were  removed  to  the  Royal  Mental 
Hospital,  Aberdeen,  by  the  County  Council' s staff  of  Authorised  Officers. 

1 0.  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child  binders'  Regulation  Act 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  action  under  this 

Act. 

B.  School  Health  Service 

1 . Staff  Changes 

The  only  staff  changes  to  be  recorded  during  the  year  were  the 
appointment  of  two  additional  Assistant  Denta.l  Officers.  Mr.  Edington 

commenced  his  school  dental  duties  on  17th  November,  1952,  while 
Mr.  Hanpton  joined  the  Dental  Staff  on  16th  March,  1953. 

2.  General  Statistics 

Population  143,056 

Number  of  Schools 

(a)  Nursery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Primary  1 31 

(b)  Secondary 84 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools  

(il)  Special  Classes  at  ordinary  schools 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority 

and  under  Medical  Inspection  ...  215 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  25,192 

3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools 

Work  has  been  in  progress  during  the  year  in  connection  with  some  of 
the  approved  schemes  in  the  building,  programme,  mentioned  in  last  year's 
annual  report.  A commencement  was  made  to  the  erection  of  the  new 
primary  school  at  Aboyne  and  to  the  extension  of  classroom  accommodation 
at  the  Bridge  of  Don  and  Tar  land  Schools.  During  the  same  period,  work  ' 
has  also  been  progressing  satisfactorily  at  other  County  schools  with 
further  approved  schemes  designed  for  the  improvement  of  the  (a)  sanitary 
arrangements,  (b)  heating,  (c)  artificial  lighting  by  electricity,  (d) 
furnishings,  (e)  internal  and  external  decoration  and  (f)  surface  of 
playgrounds  by  tarmacadamising.  • The  general  standard  of  cleanliness 
both  inside  and  outside  the  County  school  buildings  was  satisfactory  and 
well  maintained  despite  the  difficulties  experienced  in  certain  areas  in 
obtaining  the  services. of  school  cleaners. 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration 


A./ 
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A,  System  and  Extent  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 

The  systematic  medical  examination  of  the  four  routine  age- 
groups  of  children,  namely,  infant  entrants,  9,  "1 3 and  16  year-old  pupils 
the  examination  of  the  7 year-old  pupils  for  acuity  of  vision  and 
hearing;  the  medical  examination  of  children  attending  the  Fraserburgh 
Nursery  School  and  the  ascertainment  and  assessment  of  the  degree  of 
defect  present  amongst  pupils  handicapped  by  physical  and  mental  defects 
all  continued  as  in  previous  years.  Special  cases,  not  falling  within 
the  above  specified  age- groups  and  referred  to  the  visiting  School 
Medical  Officers,  were  also  examined.  Pupils,  who,  at  the  previous 
inspection,  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under 
observation  or  requiring  to  be  treated  were  re-examined.  The  usual 
cordial  invitation  was  extended  to  parents  or  guardians  to  be  present 
at  the  medical  inspection  of  their  children.  Another  audiometric 
group  test  of  9 year-old  pupils  was  carried  out  during  the  summer  term, 
a statement  on  which  appears  under  heading  10  of  this  report. 

The  scheme  for  hospital  and  specialist  services  approved  of  and 
adopted  by  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  1949,  functioned 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  One  change  in  the  scheme,  however, 
falls  to  be  recorded,  namely,  in  the  provision  of  spectacles  for  school 
children.  At  the  request  of  the  Board,  the  contract  for  the  supply 
and  repair  of  spectacles  for  pupils,  which  the  Council' for  many  years 
had  placed  with  opticians  in  Glasgow,  was  terminated  on  30th  April,  1953, 
from  which  date  the  Board’s  dispensing  opticians  in  Edinburgh  took  over 
the  contract.  Concurrent  with  the  change  of  supplier,  there  was  also 
a modification  in  the  administrative  procedure.  Formerly,  a list  of 
the  names,  dates  of  birth  and  addresses  of  the  pupils  to  be  examined  by 
the  School  Oculist  at  each  of  the  School  Eye  Clinic  Centres  was  sent 
direct  to  him  in  advance,  but  this  list  is  now  sent  first  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Local  Executive  Council  in  order  that  the  pupils’  names  can  be 
checked  to  avoid  duplication  of  supply  through  the  supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Service.  The  Clerk,  thereafter,  forwards  the  list,  with  any 
comments  he  may  wish  to  make,  to  the  School  Oculist  before  the  date 
fixed  for  the  relative  Eye  Clinic.  Prescriptions  for  new  glasses  of 
the  approved  type  are  sent,  as  previously,  by  the  School  Oculist  to  the 
Senior  Medical  Officer,  13.  Golden  Square,  Aberdeen,  wrho,  after  making 
a list  of  the  names  and  addresses,  of  pupils  requiring  new  glasses  and 
sending  a copy  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Local  Executive  Council,  forwards 
the  prescriptions  to  the  Edinburgh  opticians  to  have  the  spectacles 
made  up.  The  new  glasses  are  then  sent  to  be  checked  by  the  Board’s 
Hospital  Optician  in  Aberdeen  who  forwards  them  to  the  Senior  Medical 
Officer  for  despatch  to  the  recipients.  Spectacles  for  repair  are  sent, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  Board’s  Hospital  Optioian,  who  arranges 
for  the  necessary  repairs  or  replacements  to  be  carried  out.  Under  the 
new  scheme,  the  Council  have  also  been  relieved  of  all  accounting  work. 
In  cases  where  the  parents  request  or  wish  a type  of  frame  other  than 
the  approved  standard  pattern,  which  are  supplied  free  of  charge,  the 
School  Oculist  provides  the  parents  concerned  with  the  necessary 
prescription  to  take  to  their  own  optician  to  have  the  glasses  made  up 
at  their  own  expense. 

B,  System  and  Extent  of  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Two  new  Dental  Officers  were  appointed  during  the  year,  making 
the  dental  staff  now  four  in  number.  At  Easter  a further  request 
was  made  to  increase  the  staff  by  two  more  Dental  Officers  and  two 
Dental  Attendants,  but,  for  financial  reasons,  approval  was  given  for 
the  appointment  of  only  one  Dental  Attendant  meantime,  with  the  promise 
that  the  position  would  be  reviewed  in  six  months'  time.  Details  of 
the  work  done  under  the  dental  scheme  will  be  found  in  Section  7 of 
this  report. 

C,  School  Nursing  and  Arrangements  for  Following-up 

All  nursing  duties  in  connection  with  the  School  Health  Service 
are  undertaken  by  the  54  nurses  employed  by  the  County  Council.  Their 
duties  in  respect  of  medical  inspection,  treatment  and  the  "following- 
"up"  of  children  at  school  and  at  their  homes,  as  well  as  those  in 
respect  of  diphtheria  immunisation  and  assistance  at  Dental  and  Eye 
Clinics/ 


-9- 


Clinics  are  detailed  in  memoranda  circulated  to  each  of  them.  The 
two  Health  Visitors  in  the  burgh  of  Fraserburgh  are  in  attendance 
daily  on  school  days  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic.  During  the  year 
the  nurses  spent  a total  of  4,  162  hours  at  schools  and  at  children's 
homes  and  carried  out  100,857  and  1,44-2  examinations  at  school  and 
at  home  respectively. 

D.  Co-ordination  with  the  Public  Health  Services  and  other  Local  Authority 

Departments. 

There  is  no  tiling  further  to  add  under  this  heading  to  that 
contained  in  the  1951  Annual  Report. 

E.  Co-operation  with  Other  Bodies  or  Outside  Agencies 

Details  under  this  heading  can  be  found  in  the  1951  Annual  Report. 

F.  Co-operation  with  Teachers  and  Parents 

As  in  former  years,  excellent  relations  continued  to  exist 
between  the  teaching  staff  and  the  School  Medical,  Dental  and  Nursing 
Staffs.  Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  of  their  willing  co-operation 
and  assistance  at  the  routine  medical  and  dental  inspections,  audio- 
:metric  group  testing,  visits  made  under  the  Diphtheria  Immunise  tion 
Scheme  and  in  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  health  and  welfare  of 
pupils. 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  the  systematic  inspections  of  their 
children  at  school  is  still  an  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  County 
School  Health  Service,  although  the  number  of  parents  who  attended 
this  year,  namely,  949  equal  to  12,®^  of  the  children  examined  was  80 
more  than  last  year  and  twice  as  many  as  in  1 951 . The  presence  of 
parents  at  a routine  examination  is  of  value  particularly  amongst 
younger  children,  where  further  information  regarding  the  medical  history 
of  the  child  is  required.  Moreover,  such  an  interview  affords  the 
School  Medical  Officer  an  opportunity  to  proffer  advice  as  to  the 
treatment  of  any  defect  found  and  to  discuss  simple  rules  of  health 
from  which  the  child  would  likely  benefit. 

5.  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection 

The  total  number  of  children  in  the  four  age-groups  examined 
systematically  at  the  routine  medical  inspection  was  7,326  - an  increase 
of  132  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total,  3,759  were  boys 
and  3,567  girls;  to  this  number  have  to  be  added  11  boys  and  9 girls 
routinely  examined  at  the  Fraserburgh  Nursery  School  and  1,007  boys  and 
989  girls,  born  in  the  year  1945,  examined  for  acuity  of  vision  and 
hearing  only,  making  a grand  total  of  9,342  pupils. 

The  number  of  children  who  were  presented  to  the  School  Medical 
Officers  as  special  cases  by  Head  Teachers  during  the  routine  visits  was 
313  while  the  number  of  re-examinations  was  3,235.  Compared  with  last 
year,  these  totals  show  a decrease  of  40  in  the  number  of  special  cases 
and  an  increase  of  29  in  the  re-inspections.  Of  the  children 
systematically  examined,  1050  were  notified  to  parents  as  having  defects 
requiring  treatment.  Details  of  the  number  of  children  examined  and 
the  number- of  children  recommended  for  treatment  in  the  various  age- 
groups  will  be  found  in  Table  1 of  this  report. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  boys 
and  girls  measured  in  the  routine  age-groups  of  pupils  examined. 


Age 

Group/ 
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Age  Group 

Number 

Measured 

Aver  a 
Years 

_| 

ge  Age 
Months 

Average 
Height 
(ins. ) 

Average 

Yfeight 

(Lbs.) 

. Nursery 

11 

3 

37.6 

36. 8 

Group  I 

1407 

5 

6 

43.0 

45.0 

Boys  Group  II 

1147 

9 

5 

51.9 

66.7 

Group  III 

1057 

13 

5 

5 8.6 

95.6 

Group  IV 

73 

16 

9 

67.5 

136.9 

Nursery 

9 

2 

11 

36.9 

34.1 

Group  I 

1327 

5 

6 

43.0 

43.0 

Girls  Group  II 

1065 

9 

5 

51.8 

62. 6 

Group  III 

965 

13 

5 

59.9 

101.3 

Group  IV 

99 

16 

9 

63.1 

1 24.4 

The  average  heights  of  the  boys  and  girls  measured  in  the  various 
age-groups  show  very  little  variation  from  the  results  recorded  last  year. 

With  regard  to  the  average  weights,  boys  in  the  Nursery  group  gained-  1.9  lbs. 
in  weight  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  increases  of  1.6  lbs.,  2 lbs. 
and  2,9  lbs.  were  also  found  amongst  boys  in  the  age-groups  II,  III  and  IV 
respectively.  The  figures  relating  to  the  girls  show  too,  that  gains  in 
weight  of  4. 2 lbs.  and  1.5  lbs.  occurred  in  age-groups  III  and  IV  respectively 
during  the  year.  As  the  average  heights  and  weights  recorded  in  the  table 
are  above  the  Anthropometric  Committee’s  standards  for  pupils  of  both  sexes 
in  the  various  age-groups,  the  findings  for  the  year  can  be  viewed  with 
satisfaction. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  showing  the  number  and  per- 
centage of  children  recorded  at  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  schools 
as  suffering  from  specific  defects,  diseases  or  disabilities,  the  percentages 
for  the  previous  year  are  also  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison.  The 

detailed  results  and  sex  distribution  of  the  defects  found  in  each  of  the 
four  age-groups  are  shown  in  Table  II  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


Nature  of  Defect 

! 

Number 

Examined 

- 

Number 

Defective 

Percentage 

Defective 

Percentage  ' 
Defective 
1 951 -1 952 

1 . Clothing  unsatisfactory 

7326 

115 

1.5 

1.1 

2,  Footgear  unsatisfactory 

■ 11  - - - • 

16 

0.2. 

0.2 

3.  Uncleanliness  - 

(a)  Head 

11 

69 

0.9 

1.3 

(b ) Body 

11 

116 

1.5 

1.5 

( c ) Head  and  Body 

It 

- 

- 

4.  Skin  - 

' 

t 

1 ! 

(a)  Head  - Ringworm 

If 

2 

0.02 

- 

Impetigo 

1! 

8 

0.1 

0.1 

Other  diseases 

If 

72 

0.9 

1.1 

(b)  Body  - Ringworm 

ft 

5 

0.06  . 

0.08 

Impetigo 

tl 

3 

0.04 

0.04 

Scabies 

ft 

11 

0.1 

0.1 

Other  diseases 

It... 

260 

3.5 

2.8 

5.  Nutritional • State  - 

Slightly  Defective 

ft 

287 

3.9 

5.4 

Bad 

• 

" 

19 

0.2 

0.2 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth  unhealthy 

” 

329 

4.4 

2.7 

7.  Naso-pharynx  - 

(a)  Nose  - 

(1 ) Obstruction  requiring 

observation 

ff 

245 

3.3 

2.2 

(2)  Obstruction  requiring 

tr e atment 

If 

27 

0.3 

0.5 

(3)/ 
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Nature  of  Defect 

Number 

Examined 

Number 

Defective 

Percentage 

Defective 

Percentage  ! 
Defective 

1 951  -1  952 

7.  Naso -pharynx  (contd. ) 

(a)  (3)  Other  conditions 

7326 

42 

0.5 

0.4 

(b)  Tonsils  - 

(l  ) Requiring  observation 

tt 

451 

6.1 

5.7 

(2)  Requiring  treatment 

tt 

145 

1.9 

2.2 

(c)  Glands  - 

(l ) Requiring  observation 

!! 

394 

5.3 

5.08 

( 2 ) Re quir ing  t r e atme nt 

It 

49 

0.6 

0.6 

8,  Eyes  - 

(a)  External  Diseases  - 

Blepharitis 

ft 

99 

1.3 

0.8 

Strabismus 

11 

105 

1.4 

1.5 

Other  diseases 

ft 

104 

1.4 

1 .05 

(b)  Visual  Acuity  vri. th/v/i thout 

1 

t 

glasses  - 
(l ) Pair 

9322 

709 

7.6 

1 

6.5 

(2)  Bad 

ft 

76 

0.8 

1.03 

(3)  Recommended  for 

ft 

541 

5.8 

5.8 

refraction 

1 

9.  Ears  - 

1 

(a)  Diseases  - 

i 

Otorrhoea 

7326 

28 

0.3 

0.3 

Other 

t! 

53 

0.7 

0.9 

(b)  Defective  Hearing  - 
Grade  I 

9322 

66 

0.7 

1 

0.4  | 

Grade  Ila 

ft 

33 

0.3 

0.2 

Grade  lib 

tt 

2 

0.02 

0.02 

Grade  in 

tf 

•- 

- 

0.01 

1 

10.  Speech  - 

1 

Defective  Articulation 

732 6 

61 

0.8 

0.7 

Stammering 

ft 

16 

0.2 

0.2 

j 

1 1 , Mental  and  Nervous  Condition  - 

(a)  Backward 

tt 

51 

0,6 

0.8 

(b)  Dull 

ft 

43 

0.5 

0.5 

(c)  Mentally  Deficient 

(educable) 

18 

0.2 

0.2 

(d)  Mentally  Deficient 

(ineducable) 

t! 

3 

0.04 

- 

(e)  Highly  nervous  or  unstable 

tt 

37 

0.5 

0.5  | 

(f)  Difficult  behaviour 

tt 

8 

0.1 

0.1 

12.  Circulatory  System' - 

1 

l 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease  - 
(l  ) Congenital 

tt 

tt 

43 

0.5 

1 

0.4 

(2)  Acquired 

tt 

17 

0.2 

0.1 

(b)  Functional  conditions 

ft 

146 

1.9 

1.4 

13.  Lungs  - 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

If 

71 

0.9 

1.2 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

tt 

10 

0.1 

0.1 

Other  diseases 

tt 

102 

. 1.3 

0, 6 

14.  Deformities  - 

(a)  Congenital 

ft 

66 

0.9 

0.5 

(b)  Acquired  (infantile 

Paralysis) 

tt 

12 

0.1 

0.1 

(c)  Acquired  (Probable  Rickets 

25 

0.3 

0.2 

(<!)/ 

1 

1 
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Nature  of  Defect 

Number 

Examined 

Number  ! 
Def edtive  j 

1 

Percentage 

Defective 

Percentage 

Defective 

1951/52 

14. 

Deformities  (contd. ) 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  causes) 

7326 

80 

J 

1.09 

0.7 

15. 

Infectious  Diseases 

1 

9 

0.1 

0.1 

1 6. 

'Other  diseases  or  defects 

tl 

270 

3.6 

2.8 

By  “and  large,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  percentages  of  the  various 
defects ’enumerated  in  the  above  table  that  the  majority  of  them  vary  less 
than  1%  either  way  compared  with  the  findings  recorded  last  year.  Minor 
increases  of  1,1%  each  occurred  in  the  number  of  pupils  (l ) with  nasal 
obstruction  requiring  observation  (item  7a)  and  (2)  with  their  visual 
acuity  classified  as  fair  (item  8b).  The  4.4%  of  pupils  found  with  an 
unhealthy  state  of  their  mouths  and  teeth  (item  6)  is  the  highest  recorded 
in  post-war  years  and  is  a defect  shared  equally  between  boys  and  girls. 

It  represents  an  increase  of  1.7%  in  the  number  of  pupils  with  dental 
defects  compared  with  the  previous  year,  which  again  bears  testimony  to  the 
lack  of  adequate  facilities  for  dental  inspection  and  treatment  at  the 
County  schools  through  a depleted  staff  of  School  Dental  Officers.  The 
only  decrease  of  note  in  the  table  was  the  1.5%  recorded  this  year  in  the 
number  of  pupils  whose  nutrition  was  found  to  be  slightly  defective  (item  5). 


Among  the  other  diseases  or  defects  under  item  16  above,  the  following 
is  a statement  of  the  nature  and  frequency  of  the  main  conditions  found: - 

Enuresis  - 35;  Anaemia  - 33;  Undescended  Testicle  - 19;  Sprains 
and  Injuries  - 17;  Obesity  - 12;  Rheumatism  - 6;  Pes  Planus  - 5; 
Epilepsy  - 4;  Asthma  - 4;  Hernia  - 4;  Chorea.  - 3;  Hydrocele  - 3; 
Cyst  - 2;  Enlarged  Thyroid  - 2;  Acidosis  - 2;  Hydrocephalus  - 2; 
Hypopituitarism  - 2;  Nephritis  - 1 . 


Two  routine  medical  inspections  and  several  re-inspection  visits  were 
ma.de  to  Fraserburgh  Nursery  School  during  the  year.  The  number  of  defects 
found  among  the  20  children  - 11  boys  and  9 girls  - routinely  examined,  was 
as  follows :- 

Seborrhoca  - 1 ; Strabismus  - 4;  Blepharitis  and  stye  - 1 ; Eczema  - 1 ; 
Otorrhoea  - 1 ; Undescended  Testicle  - 1 ; Nasal  obstruction 
requiring  observation  - 3;  Sprains  and  Injuries  - 1 . 


The  examination  of  the  seven  year-old  age-group  was  confined  to  testing 
the  acuity  of  vision  and  hearing.  Of  the  1,007  boys  and  989  girls  examined 
in  this  group  133  boys  and  128  girls  were  found  to  have  visual  defects 
and  these  'were  classified  as  follows 


Fair  Vision  Bad  Vision  Total 

Boys 
Girls 

Totals  233  28  26l 


1 21  12  1 33 
112  16  128 


The  number  of  boys  and  girls  recommended  for  refraction  was  99  end 
91  respectively. 

The  acuity  of  hearing  in  the  7 year-old  age-group  was  tested  by  the 
Conversational  Voice  Test  and  in  doubtful  cases  by  the  Gramophone 
Audiometer  and  any  hearing  loss  found  was  classified  into  three  grades 
defined  in  N.M.  & C.  Circular  No.  60/l 938.  Of  the  1,007  boys  tested, 
twelve  had  a Grade  I and  eight  a Grade  Ila  deafness.  The  findings  for 
the  989  girls  tested  were  eleven  Grade  I and  five  with  a Grade  Ila 
hearing  loss. 


Table/ 


I 
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Table  III  shows  that  64.7%  of  the  pupils  routinely  examined  were 
found  to  be  free  from  defects.  This  percentage  is  a reduction  of  3*4% 
compared  with  the  result  last  year  and  the  figures  shew  that  this  was 
largely  due  to  a increase  in  the  number  of  defects  in  the  entrant  group 
of  children.  The  result,  however,  compares  favour  ably  with  61.5/ 
recorded  in  the  report  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  the  year  1 952,  for 
Scotland  as  a -whole.  On  the  whole,  the  findings  of  medical  inspection 
indicate  that  the  health  of  Aberdeenshire  school  children  has  been  well 
maintained  during  the  year  under  review. 

Examinations  conducted  by  the  Medical  Staff  other  than  Routine  School 
Examinations 


In  addition  to  the  routine  school  work,  a large  number  of  special 
visits  and  examinations  was  made  by  the  Medical  Staff.  These  examinations 
were  of  a varied  character  and  their  nature  and  extent  are  indicated  in 
the  following  table 


(1 

(2 


3 


(4) 

(5) 


(10) 

(11) 

(12) 


Absentee  children  or  irregular  attenders  . . . 

Necessitous  children  

Examinations  of  Handicapped  pupils  - 

.a)  Physically  handicapped  

Mentally  handicapped  ...  ...  ... 


(< 


Maladjusted 


• • • 
t • • 


• * • 
# • • 


(d)  Deaf  and  partially  Deaf 

(e)  Epileptic  

(f ) Speech  Defects  

Certification  of  ineducable  children  to  the  General 

Board  of  Control  

Examinations  under  Children  and  Young  Persons  acts  - 

(a)  Juvenile  delinquents  . . . 

(b)  Guardianship  cases 
Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act 
Examination  of  Students  in  preliminary  training  for 

the  teaching  profession  

Examination  of  "After  School"  Bursars  

Examination  of  County  Council  Staff  - 

(Teachers,  janitors,  school  cleaners,  clerical 
s cof i,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Examination  of  children  for  admission  to  Linn  Moor 
Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Examination  of  children  at  Rudolph  Steiner  Schools 

for  other  Local  Authorities  

Diphtheria  Immunisation  - 

(a)  Number  of  initial  inoculations  administered 

to:  - 

(1 ) School  children  

(2)  Pre-school  children  

(b)  Number  of  re-inoculations  administered  to 

school  children 


4 

10 

140 

75 

9 

15 

1 

9 

6 

4 

107 

3 

2 

1 


168 

17 

32 


2,056 

2,110 

6, 847 


6.  Medical  Treatment 
A.  Minor  Ailments 


The  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  at  Fraserburgh  continued  to  serve 'a 
useful  purpose  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  amongst  school 
children  in  that  burgh.  During  the  year  under  review,  56  new  cases 
were  treated  involving  a total  of  378  attendances.  The  particulars 
of  the  conditions  treated  at  the  clinic  are  shown  in  the  under-noted 
table. 


The  establishment  of  a similar  clinic  in  Peterhead  is  navy  in  sight. 
Plans  have  been  submitted  to  build  a Local  Authority  Clinic  on  a 
central  site  in  .that  burgh*  The  practice  of  referring  to  the  family 
doctor  for  treatment,  pupils  suffering  from  minor  ailments,  except 
those  in  the  burgh  of  Fraserburgh  and  those  who  could  be  suitably 
treated  by  the  Council’ s Nursing  Staff  at  schools  or  at  their  homes, 
was/ 
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was  continued  as  in  the  past. 

Details  of  the  conditions  treated  through  the  Local  Authority  or 
through  private  agencies  are  as  follows:- 


j Fraserburgh  Minor 
Ailments  Clinic 


Nurses 


Total 


iici  os 

Local 

Authority 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Local 

1 Authority 

Private 

(l  ) Cuts,  bruises, 

sprains  and  minor 
injuries 

16 

A 

3 

20  • 

.... 

3 

(2)  Disea.ses  of  the 
ear 

A 

A 

15 

8 

15 

(3)  Diseases  of  the 
eye  ( excluding 
defective 
vision) 

1 

7 

8 

(A)  Diseases  of  the 
skin  - 

(a)  Ringworm 
(Scalp) 
X-ray  treat- 
:ment 

• • 

Other  treat- 
:ment 

"" 

2 

2 

(b)  Ringworm 
(Body) 

1 

2 

1 

2 

(c)  Scabies  • 

. . _ 

1 

10 

1 

10 

(d)  Impetigo 

• . 8 

2 

2 

10 

2 

(3)  Other  diseases 

• 27 

95 

55 

122 

55 

B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

• 'The  Councils  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  visual  defects  continued 
to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  By  arrangement  with  the 
North-Eastern  Regional- Hospital  Board,  the  services  of  an  Ophthalmol- 
ogist are  available  one  day  per  week  to  examine  and  treat  pupils 
referred- to  him  by  the  School  Medical  Officers.  When  visiting  the 
various  School  Eye  Clinics,  the  School  Oculist  is  now  accompanied  by 
the  Board's  Hospital  Optician  who  undertakes  the  measuring  and  fitting 
of  pupils  with  the  proper  size  of  frame  in  cases  where  new  spectacles 
have  been- prescribed,  thus  relieving  the  School  Oculist  of  part  of  the 
duties  which  previously  fell  to  his  lot  and  allowing  him  more  time  for 
(a)  refraction  work  and  (b)  the  examination  of  a greater  number  of 
pupils  per  session. 


As  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report,  there  has  been  a change  in 
the  supplier  of  the  standard  type  of  spectacles  provided  free  to  school 
children.  The  Board  have  now  established  an  Orthoptic  Clinic  and 
cases  of  squint  have  been  referred  there,  by  the  School  Oculist  for 
treatment. 


Dr.  Cockburn,  School  Oculist,  reports  as  follows :- 


No.  of  children  examined  - 

Boys  • • . • » . •••  • • • • • • 

Gn Is  •••  ...  . • • * • • 

. . . A87 
...  601 

1,088 

No.  of  children  with  refractive  errors 
No.  of  spectacles  ordered  ...  . . . ... 

• • • • • • 

« • • • • • 

762 

512 

Analysis  of  Refractive  Errors: - 
Hyp  errne  tropia/ 
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Hyp  ermetropia  ... 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 

Myopia  

Myopic  Astigmatism  ... 
Mixed  Astigmatism  ... 


Pathological  conditions  met  v/ith  were 

Aphakia  ...  ... 

Blepharitis  

Blocked  tear  ducts  . . . 

Cataract  ...  ... 

Complicated  Cataract 
Corneal  Nebulae 
Corneal  scars 
Conjunctivitie 
Conjunctivitis,  slight 
Conjunctivitis,  follicular 
Ectropion  ...  ... 

? Macular  Trouble 
Macular  exudate.  Right 
Meibomian  abscess  ... 

Mucocele  ...  ... 

Nystagmus 

Macular  degeneration 
Old  interstitial  keratitis 
Optic  atrophy 
Ptosis  ...  ... 

Strabismus,  divergent 
Strabismus,  internal  concomitant 
Styes 

Vitreous  masses.  Left 
?Word  Blind  ...  ... 


...  105  12$ 

. . . 338  2fi$ 

...  no  ^K.% 

...  108  14.5$ 

...  101  13$ 


2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

2f 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

103 

3 

1 

1 


Highly  Myopic  Children 

A list  of  children  with  high  degrees  of  myopia  is  maintained  by 
the  School  Oculist.  It  is  essential  that  such  children  should  be 
kept  under  supervision  and  examined  annually.  During  the  year  13 
boys  and  1 9 girls  were  re-examined. 

C.  Nose  and  Throart  Operative  Treatment 

School  children  requiring  operative  treatment  for  nose  and  throat 
defects  were  referred  to  the  family  doctor.  There  is  a long  waiting 
list  for  tonsil  and  adenoid  operations,  and,  despite  an  increase  in 
surgical  staff,  there  is  still  much  delay  before  cases  recommended  for 
operation  are  treated.  The  number  of  nose  and  throat  operative 
treatments  carried  out  privately  was  1 2. 

D.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

The  monthly  Orthopaedic  Clinics  held  at  Peterhead,  Fraserburgh  and 
Huntly  and  conducted  by  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
continued  to  function  as  in  the  past.  Hospital  and  specialist 
treatment,  as  well  as  orthopaedic  appliances,  special  boots  and 
artificial  limbs,  where  required,  were  nil,,  provided  for  by  the  Board. 
The  number  of  school  children  who  attended  and  were  examined  at  these 
Clinics  during  the  year  was  as  follows : - 


No.  of 
children 

Peterhead  Orthopaedic  Clinic  69 
Fraserburgh  Orthopaedic  Clinic  88 
Huntly  Orthopaedic  Clinic  33 


Advice  and  instruction  in  remedial  exercises  for  correcting 
postural  defects  found  in  school  children  we  re  undertaken  by  trained 
physical/ 
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physical  instructors  on  the  County  Education  Staff  who  also  gave 
special  instruction  in  physical  exercises  to  selected  ca.ses 
suffering  from  severe  attacks  of  asthma. 

7.  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Although  increased  by  two  dental  officers  during  the  past  year,  one  in 
November,  1952  and  one  in  March,  1953,  the  dental  staff,  now  four  dental 
officers,  is  still  one  below  the  1 948  strength  when  it  was  considered  to  be 
grossly  understaffed.  . The  newly  appointed  officers  are  now  attached  to  the 
Huntly  and  Aberdeen  areas  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  arrears  of  work 
will  be  overtaken  in  these  area.s.  The  introduction  of  new  staff  to  the 
routine  methods  of  inspection  and  treatment  naturally  takes  a little  time 
with  a slight  loss  of  work  in  other  areas  but  there  should  be  an  overall 
improvement  next  year. 

The  areas  without  dental  service  must  no w be  in  a condition  which  makes 
it  imperative,  in  the  interests  of  the  children's  health,  to  have  additional 
staff  in  order  to  extend  the  service  to  these  areas. 

Ac  commodat ion 

As  reported  in  previous . years,  the  problem  of  accommodation  becomes 
progressively  more  difficult.  An  increasing  number  of  schools  can  make 
provision  for  treatment  on  only  one  or  two  days  per  week  and  consequently 
the  dental  officer  ha.s  to  change  from  school  to  school  much  more  often  than 
should  be  necessary  - the  net  result  being  to  slow  up  routine  generally. 

The  provision  of  a room  in  all  larger  schools  for  medical  and  dental  purposes 
is  now  a necessity  as,  apart  from  the  fixed  clinics  at  Huntly  and  Fraser- 
: burgh,  the  great  majority  of  children  are  treated  on  school  premises. 

There  is  a definite  need  for  fixed  clinics  in  the  Inverurie,  Peterhead  and 
Aberdeen  areas.  Authorisation  has  now  been  given  to  appoint  a dental 
attendant  and  it  is  hoped  that  tils  will  be  followed  by  appointment  of  dental 
attendants  to  all  areas  having  permanent  clinics  as  an  efficient  clinic 
cannot  be  run  without  assistance. 

Treatment  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  any  routine  work  in  this  connection 
with  the  present  staff. 

Orthodontics 


It  is  expected  that  a start  will  be  made  with  a few  cases  during  the 
coming  year  but  only  where  the  dental  officers'  time  permits. 

Fluoridation 


The  Report  of  the  United  Kingdom  Mission  on  the  Fluoridation  of 
Domestic  Water  supplies  in  North  America  which  has  just  been  published 
gives  a survey  of  the  methods  used  to  fluorinate  the  water  and  some  of  the 
results  obtained.  The  Report  confirms  the  belief  that  where  the  fluoride 
content  of  water  is  under  1 part  per  million  and  is  brought  up  to  1 or  1.5 
parts  per  million  there  is  a lowering  of  the  incidence  of  caries  in 
children' s teeth.  The  Mission  considers  fluoridation  of  domestic  water  a 
useful  means  of  reducing  caries,  in  children,  in  North  America,  and  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  it  would  also  be  of  benefit  in  this  country  but 
the  Mission  is  cautious  about  wholesale  fluoridation  and  only  certain 
selected  communities  are  suggested  for  experimentation  in  this  country. 

The  result  of  the  experiments  will  be  awaited  with  interest. 

With  regard  to  the  topical  application  of  fluorine  to  the  surfaces  of 
the  teeth  this  is  now  regarded  in  most  circles  as  uneconomical  and  of 
doubtful  lasting  value. 

Propaganda 

It  is  obvious  from  all  reports  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  bring  home 

to/ 
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to  parents  generally  the  need  for  a much  more  lively  interest  in  the  dental 
needs  of  children  and  it  would  appear  that  nothing  short  of  propaganda  on  a 
national  scale  will  achieve  this. 


Table  V is  attached  and  it  will  be  seen  that  of  215  schools  in  the 
County  97  were  inspected  and  97  treated  during  the  year. 

With  the  extension  of  the  service  to  Huntly  and  Aberdeen  areas,  where 
considerable  arrears  remain  to  be  overtaken,  there  has  been  a slight  fall  in 
the  ratio  of  fillings  to  extractions  in  permanent  teeth  but  there  should  now 
be  a gradual  improvement  in  these  areas. 


The  percentage  of  consents  remains  good  and  will  improve  as  the  dental 
service  becomes  more  efficient.  The  number  of  a.ctual  refusals  is  again 

roughly  4%. 


The  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  caries  noted  last  year  lias  been 
confirmed  - the  increa.se  is  most  probably  due  to  an  increased  consumption  of 
white  flour  since  the  end  of  the  war  and  in  a measure  to  the  derationing  of 
sweets.  Only  a.  very  small  percentage  of  children  in  the  county  appear  to 
have  regular  dental  attention  by  a private  dentist.  The  majority  of  those 
treated  privately  seem  to  have  been  treated  only  when  pain  necessitated  a 
visit  to  the  dentist  - in  other  words  - they  received  only  emergency 
treatment.  It  would  appear  therefore  that  despite  the  service  available 
under  the  National  Health  Service  the  great  majority  of  children  would  not 
be  examined  and  treated  except  by  the  School  Dental  Service.  This  shows 
that  there  is  still  a great  la.ck  of  appreciation,  by  parents,  of  the  dental 
needs  of  children  and  more  reason  for  the  extension  of  the  School  Dental 
Service  which  is  the  natural  basis  of  any  General  Dental  Service. 

8.  Special  Schools  and  Cla.sses 


A commencement  has  been  made  to  the  building  of  the  Special  Day  School 
at  Inverurie  for  mentally  handicapped  children.  Its  opening  will  help  to 
relieve  a greatly  felt  want  and  to  reduce  the  long  waiting  list  of  pupils 
requiring  special  educational  treatment.  In  addition  to  this  Special  Day 
School  there  is  also  urgent  need  for  the  provision  of  a residential  school 
for  mentally  handicapped  children  because  of  the  increasing  difficulty  now 
experienced  in  finding  accommodation  at  Baldovan  Institution,  Dundee,  which 
previously  was  the  chief  source  of  provision  for  the  institutional  care  and 
education  of  such  pupils.  It  is  understood  tha.t  consideration  is  being 
given  by  the  Town  Council  of  Aberdeen  to  the  question  of  providing  residential 
accommodation  at  their  new  school  for  handicapped  children  meantime  being 
built  at  Raeden  and  that  certain  facilities  in  this  connection  might  be 
available  for  County  purposes.  The  number  of  mentally  handicapped  children 
for  whom  provision  is  at  present  made  is  as  follows: - 


Baldovan  Institution,  Dundee 
Rudolph  Steiner  Schools,  Mill timber 
Rubislaw  Special  School,  Aberdeen 
Woodlands  Home,  Cults 
Bicton  Croft  School,  Surrey 


9 children 
1 child 
9 children 
1 child 
1 child. 


A few  special  classes  for  retarded  or  backward  pupils  have  been  formed 
in  some  of  the  larger  schools  where  the  numbers  warrant  such  a provision 
and  the  teaching  facilities  are  available. 


Apart  from  8 children  who  are  receiving  domiciliary  education,  the 
special  provision  made  for  the  education  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  is 
shown  in  the  following  statement : - 


Nature  of  Defect 


Institution  or  Special  School  No.  of  Pupils 


Blind 

Deaf 

do. 

Epilepsy  . . . 
Other/ 


The  Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh 
Donaldson's  School  for  the  Deaf, 
Edinburgh. 

Polmuir  Road  Special  School, 
Aberdeen 

The  Colony  for  Epileptics, 

Bridge  of  Weir 


2 

5 

17 

1 
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Nature  of  Defect 


Institution  or  Special  School  No,  of  Pupils 


Other  Physical  Defects 
do , do . 


Raeden  House  Special  School, 
Aberdeen 

East  Park.  Home,  Largs 


1 

2 


Defective  Speech 


For  the  past  two  years,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  speech 
therapy  to  pupils  suffering  from  defective  speech,  A whole- time  Speech 

Therapist,  however,  was  recently  appointed  to  organise  this  statutory  service 
and  to  treat  sufferers  at  specific  centres  throughout  the  County, 


9.  Arrangements  for  Physical  Education  and  Personal  Hygiene 

There  is  nothing  to  add  to  the  statement  recorded  in  the  1 951  annual 
report  under  this  heading,  except  to  say  that  facilities  for  swimming 
instruction  for  pupils  attending  schools  in  the  Peterhead  area  were 
increased  and  that  similar  facilities  were  provided  at  Tarlair  Swimming  Pool, 
Macduff  for  pupils  at  the  Gordon  Schools,  Huntly. 

10.  Other  Activities  in  Relation  to  Health  of  School  Children 


(a)  Audiometric  Survey 

A further  Audiometric  Survey  was  carried  out  during  the  summer 
term  of  1953  in  33  of  the  larger  County  Schools.  The  age-group 
selected  for  survey  was  pupils  born  in  the  year  1 944.  On  the  whole, 
excellent  hearing  conditions  again  prevailed  at  the  schools  selected 
and  this  factor  had  undoubtedly  a bearing  on  the  results  obtained 
which  again  showed  an  improvement  on  those  recorded  the  previous  four 
years,  as  the  following  tabulated  statement  will  show:- 


Year 

No.  of  9 year-old 
pupils  tested 

$ 

Re-tested 

Hearing  Grade 

7° 

Normal 

$ 

e-rede  I 

% 

Grade  Ha 

$ 

Grade  lib 

* 

Grade  111 

1949 

— 

883 

23.4 

63.1 

34.9 

2.0 

_ 

_ 

1950 

1163 

28.5 

91.5 

7.2 

1.3 

1951 

1174 

26.7 

90.5 

7.8 

1.7 

1952 

1202 

22.4 

92.5 

6.8 

0.7 

- 

1953 

1175 

9.9 

97.4 



2.0 

0.6 

At  the  38  schools  visited,  1175  pupils  - 569  hoys  and  606  girls  - born  . 
in  the  year  1944  had  their  hearing  tested  by  the  Gramophone  Audiometer  (G.A, ). 
Of  this  number  116  or  9.9$  were  re-tested  as  their  initial  test  result  was 
considered  unsatisfactory.  This  represents  a.  decrease  of  12.5$  of  children  ir 
tested  conpared  with  la.st  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  I 
pupils  with  normal  and  defective  hearing  found  as  a result  of  the  audio- 
:metric  group  tests  carried  out  at  the  schools  visited  in  1953. 


Hearing 

Grade 

Boys 

Girls 

Both 

Sexes 

No. 

$ 

No. 

so 

No. 

/> 

Normal 

553 

97.2 

591 

97.6 

1144 

97.4 

Grade  I 

14 

2.5 

10 

1.6 

24 

2.0 

Grade  Ila 

2 

0.3 

5 

0.8 

7 

0.6 

Grade  I lb 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grade  III 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

569 

100.0 

606 

100.0 

1175 

100.0 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that,  of. the  pupils  tested,  24 
or  2.0$  of  them  were  classified  as  having  a Grade  I defect  in  hearing, 
while  7 02?  0.6$  had  a Grade  II a hearing  loss.  There  were  no  pupils  found 
with  Grade  lib  and  Grade  III  hearing  losses  in  the  age-group  tested.  These 
results/ 
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results  show  a doorcase  of  k-.dfo  in  Grade  I hearing  defects  - a reduction 
of  4.  3$  among  the  boys  and  5.1$  in  the  girls  - compared  with  last  year. 

Of  the  569  boys  tested,  16  were  found  to  have  hearing  defects,  2.5$ 
and  0,j$  of  these  being  classified  as  Grade  I and  Grade  Ila  respectively. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  girls  were  606  tested,  1 5 defective  with 
1.6$  and  0.6$  having  Grade  I and  Grade  Ha  hearing  losses  respectively. 

One  pupil  in  whom  a severe  hearing  defect  was  found  was  referred  to  the 
Regional  Deafness  Clinic  for  further  investigation  and  treatment. 

Seventy-six  other  pupils  - not  of  the  survey  o.ge-group  - were 
tested  as  special  cases  because  some  doubt  had  been  expressed  concerning 
their  hearing  acuity  Pour  of  them  were  subsequently  referred  to  their 
family  doctor  for  treatment. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  11  pupils  suffering  from  severe 
degrees  of  deafness  have  been  fitted  with  hearing  aids. 

(b)  Sex  Education  in  Schools 

During  the  period  1 3th  - 24th  April,  1 953,  courses  in  Sex 
Education  were  conducted  for  Secondary  pupils  at  Inverurie  Academy. 

Miss  A.  D,  Duncan,  Secretary  to  the  Scottish  Council  of  the  Alliance 
of  Honour  conducted  a course  for  all  the  Secondary  girls,  approximately 
337  in  number  v/hile  Dr.  A.  McKnight,  Medical  Officer  at  Gordonstcrwn 
School  lectured  to  40  boys  drawn  from  classes  IV  to  VI  of  the  Secondary 
Department  who  were  taken  in  small  groups.  The  course  for  the  boys 
w as  the  first  to  be  conducted  in  the  County  and  was  of  an  experimental 
nature.  It  was  much  appreciated  by  the  boys  concerned  and  was  regarded 
as  satisfactory  by  the  Rector  of  the  school.  The  experiment  justified 
further  provision  for  boys  being  made  in  the  County. 

(c)  Courses  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing 

Intensive  courses  of  instruction  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Hursing 
for  senior  pupils  attending  the  senior  Secondary  Schools  were  held  a„s 
usual  during  the  summer  session.  Local  medical  practitioners  and 
trained  nurses  conducted  the  courses  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing 
at  five  centres.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-four  boys  and  girls  attended 
the  systematic  and  practical  course  in  First  Aid,  while  92  girls  took 
the  Home  Nursing  Course.  These  figures  represent  increases  of  23  end 
7 respectively  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  attended  the  courses  last  year. 

(d)  School  Meals  Service 


The  School  Meals  Service  in  Aberdeenshire  is  now  a well-established 
function  of  the  Education  Committee,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a valuable 
integral  part  of  the  ordinary  school  routine.  The  success  of  the 
Scheme  depends  in  no  small  measure  on  the  help  given  by  Head  Teachers 
and  their  assistants  who  give  up  part  of  their  luncheon  interval  for 
supervisory  duties  before  and  during  meals. 

The  following  is  a.  statement  shoving  the  present  number  of 
kitchens  and  dining  halls  in  use:- 

(a)  Kitchens  - 

No.  of  kitchens  supplying  meals  to  more  than 
1 school  47 

No.  of  individual  kitchens  22 

No.  of  domestic  science  rooms  used  as 
kitchens  4 

(b)  Dining  Halls  - 

No.  of  Ministry  of  Works  Dining  Halls  in  use  23 
No.  in  course  of  erection 

No.  of  conversions  84 

No.  of  classrooms  in  use  7 6 

The  number  of  schools  at  which  two-course  meals  were  served  was 


191/ 


-20- 


1 91 , 'which  is  an  increo.se  of  8 schools  over  last  year.  In  addition 
to  these,  light  meals  and  soup  meals  were  served  at  6 schools  - a 
reduction  of  14  from  the  previous  year  - making  o.  total  of  197  schools 
where  meals  of  one  kind  or  another  were  served. 

In  the  rural  areas  the  demand  for  meals  is  usually  high,  over 
90^  of  the  school  roll  being  quite  a.  common  percentage.  The  average 
number  of  two-course  meals  served  dally  was  about  10,350  representing 
41  .0/  of  the  school  population  - a slight  increase  from  the  previous 
.year.  The  standard  charge  per  meal  was  increased  by  2d.  to  9d,  per 
hea.d  and  in  cases  of  large  families  partaking  meals,  the  charges, 
operating  as  from  1 st  June,  1 953,  were  8d.  for  the  2nd  cltld  and  7<3. 
for  the  third,  and  subsequent  members.  Since  the  increased  charge 
was  levied  there  has  been  a 4%  reduction  in  the  number  of  pupils 
taking  school  meals.  Approximately  569  tw'o -course  meals  were 
supplied  free  of  charge  to  necessitous  children  on  medical  grounds. 
Beside  tils,  171  pupils  had  light  meals  - cocoa  and  sandwiches  - and 
125  pupils  had  soup  meals  daily  during  the  winter  months,  these  being 
179  and  275  fewer  respectively  than  last  year.  The  number  of 
employees  in  the  School  Meals  Service was  394. 

(e)  Milk-in- Schools  Scheme 


A minimum  of  a third  of  a pint  of  heat-treated  milk  or  tuberculin 
tested  milk  from  a source  approved  of  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  supplied  free  to  those  pupils  attending  grand-aided  primary  and 
secondary  schools  who  desired  it.  Where  suitable  supplies  of  liquid 
milk  were  not  available,  the  Education  (Meals  Service)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1946,  provide  for  the  supply  of  dried  full  cream  milk. 

The  number  of  schools  supplied  with  (a)  liquid  milk,  (b)  dried 
milk  and.(c)  the  number  receiving  no  milk  at  all,  in  each  of  the  nine 
school  areas,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: - 


School 
ire  a 

Number  of  Schools  in 
area  supplied  with 

Number  of 
Schools  in 
Areas  v/here 
no  milk  is 
supplied 

Liquid 
Mi  lie 

Dried 

Milk 

Aberdeen 

29 

Alford 

18 

1 

3 

Deesidc 

17 

- 

- 

Ellon 

26 

- 

- 

Fraserburgh 

25 

- 

1 

Garioch 

18 

- 

3 

Huntly 

17 

- 

5 i 

Peterhead 

30 

- 

1 

Turriff 

22 

- 

— i 

Totals 

202 

1 

| 

13 



It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  203  schools  were 
supplied  with  liquid  or  dried  milk.  There  are  still  13  schools 
where  no  liquid  or  dried  milk  is  supplied.  The  number  of  pupils 
taking  liquid  milk  was  1 8,  91 0 while  the  number  taking  dried  full 
cream  milk  was  16. 

(f ) National  Survey  of  the  Health  and  Development  of  Children 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year's  report  to  the  above  Survey 
sponsored  by  the  Institute  of  Child  Health,  Society  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  and  Population  Investigation  Committee.  The  Joint  Committee 
conducting  the  Survey  requested  during  the  year-  three  further 
enquiries  on  the  18  survey  children  residing  in  Aberdeenshire.  'Two 
of  these  consisted  of  questionnaires  to  be  completed  by  the  School 
Nurses  relating  to  the  health  and  attendances  of  these  children  at 
school  for  the  period  (a)  from  the  previous  survey  to  the  end  of  the 
Christman/ 
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Christmas  vacation,  1952  and  (b)  from  the  latter  date  till  the  end  of 
the  Easter  Holiday,  1 953,  and  the  third  a questionnaire  to  be  completed 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers  bringing  the  medical  history  and 
clinical  findings  of  these  pupils  up-to-date  on  their  7th  birthdays. 
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TsBIE  I 

Total  Number  of  Children  examined  at:- 

Systematic 

Examinations 

Other 

Systematic 

Examinations 

(a)  Systematic  Examinations 

Entrants 

Primary  Schools  Second  age-group 

Third  age-group 

2,773 

2,239 

1,167 

— 

Secondary  Schools  Third  age-group 
J Fourth  age-group 

94-8 

197 

- 

Total  7,326 

- 

Nursery  School 

20 

- 

Age  7 group  (Visual  acuity  and  hearing 
only) 

1.996 

Grand  Totals 

9,34-2 

— 

(b)  Other  examinations 


Special  cases 

Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers 


313 

Total  3,34-8 


Number  of  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations  who  were 
to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (Excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental 


notified 
caries) :- 


Entrants  34-2 
Second  age- group  34-9 
Third  age -group  328 
Secondary  age-group  31 

Total  1 , 050 
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table  iv. 

Return  of  all  exceptional 

children  of  School  Age  in  the  area. 

At  ordinary 

At  special 

At  no  school 

Disability. 

schools. 

schools  or 

or 

Total 

i 

classes. 

Institution* 

- - M 

1.  Blind 

1 

2 

1 

2.  Partially  sighted  - 

! 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in 

which  the  curriculum  of  i 

an  ordinary  school  would 
adversely  affect  the  eye 
condition. 

1 

- 

i 

1 

i ! 

t 

i 

(h)  Other  conditions  of  the 

j 

eye,  e. g.  cataract, 
ulceration,  etc.  which 
render  the  child  unable  to 
read  ordinary  school  hooks 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  he 
taught  in  an  ordinary  school. 

1 

1 

> 

1 

3.  Deaf  - 

i 

( 

Grade  1 

393 

1 

— 

393 

Grade  11a 

70 

- 

70 

Grade  lib 

- 

7 

- 

7 

Grade  111 

4«  Defective  Speech  - 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation) 
requiring  special  ) 

educational  measures  ) 

) 

(h)  Stammering  requiring  ) 

. . . 

14 

14 

944 

944 

special  educational  ) 

measures  ) 

17 

- 

17 

5.  Mentally  defective  (Children 

between  5 and  1 6 jrears) 

(a)  Educable  - (i.Q.  approx. 

30  - 70). 

94 

21 

17 

132 

(b)  Ineducable  - (i.Q.  ' 

. 

- 

generally  less  than  50 ). 

19 

12 

31 

.-6,  Epilepsy  - 

1 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional. 

7 

— 

7 

j 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care 

in  a residential  school). 

“ 

1 

i "" 

| 

1 

7.  Physically  Defective,  - (Children 

j 

between  5 and  16  years) 

1 

! 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

! 

16 

(excluding  glands). 

12 

| 

— 

i 

(b)  General  orthopaedic 

j 

168 

conditions. 

158 

2 

8 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease. 

94 

1 

i 

95 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health. 

12 

- 

12  i 

8.  Multiple  defects  - 

. 

! 

1 

(a)  Mentally  defective  and 

physically  defective. 

- 

- 

2 

2 
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tabie  v. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 
The  number  of  children  who  were:- 

(l)  Inspected  by  the  Dental  Officers: - 


Age 

Systematic 

Examinations. 

Special  and 
Emergency  Cases. 

Total. 

5 

923 

11 

934 

6 

1024 

4 

1028 

7 

844 

3 

847 

8 

865 

4 

869 

9 

910 

'10 

920 

l’O 

886 

9 

895 

11 

772 

7 

779 

12 

571 

14 

585 

13 

377 

7 

384 

14 

340 

9 

349 

15 

76 

2 

78 

16+ 

21 

2 

23 

7609 

82 

7691 

Systematic  Special  and 

Examinations.  Emergency  Cases. 

(2)  Pound  to  require  treatment  4381 

(2a)  Number  of  children  accepting  treatment.  2885 


(3)  Actually  treated  by  the  School 

Dental  Surgeons.  2869  82 

(4)  Number  of  attendances  made  by 

children  for  treatment.  2974  82 

(5)  Fillings: 

( a V Permanent  teeth.  704  14 

(b)  Temporary  teeth.  164  7 

(6)  Extractions: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth.  504  21 

(b)  Temporary  teeth.  3099  53 


(7)  Number  of  administrations  of  a 

general  anaesthetic  for  extractions. 


(8)  Other  operations: 

(a)  Permanent  teeth.  283 

(b)  Temporary  teeth.  213 

(9)  Half-days  devoted  to  inspection.  170 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment.  571 

(10)  Number  of  children  treated  under 

private  arrangements.  1153 
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C.  Port  Health  Administration 

The  only  Ports  of  any  size  in  Aberdeenshire  are  at  Peterhead  and 
Fraserburgh.  The  bulk  of  vessels  calling  at  these  Ports  ore  either 
fishing  vessels  based  on  the  Ports  themselves  or  vessels  engaged  in  coastal 
trade;  neither  Port  is  an  approved  Port  in  terms  of  the  Port  Health 
Regulations. 

D,  Food  Supply 
Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year,  4 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  reported,  two  being  in 
adult  males  end  two  being  in  male  children  of  school  age.  The  cases  arose 
at  different  times  of  the  year  and  in  two  separate  districts  of  the  County. 
Investigation  failed  to  associate  the  cases  or  to  establish  their  origin. 

Nutrition 

There  has  been  nothing  of  interest  to  report  under  this  heading. 

E.  Miscellaneous 

(1 ) National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Residential  accommodation  under  the  above  Act  is  provided  by  the 
Local  Welfare  Authority  and  does  not  fall  within  the  province  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  however, 
has  a duty  to  supervise  in  general  the  suitability  or  otherjrise  of  the 
accommodation  and  to  advise  on  matters  concerning  the  community  health  of 
the  7/elf  are  Home.  General  medical  services,  however , are  provided  by 
General  Practitioners  of  the  patient’s  own  choice,  although  of  necessity 
this  usually  means  that  they  are  provided  by  the  nearest  General  Medical 
Practitioner. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  dealing  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  a 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

(2)  Work  done  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act.  1938 

Only  one  Nursing  Home  was  registered  under  the  above  Act  during  the 

year. 

(3)  Health  Education 

As  mentioned  in  the  Report  on  the  School  Health  Service  for  the 
year,  lectures  on  Sex  Education  and  Courses  in  First  Aid  and  Home 
Nursing  we  re  provided  in  certain  selected  schools.  No  other  work  wa.s 
undertaken  under  this  healing. 

F.  General  Sanitation 

This  section  has  been  fully  covered  in  the  report  of  the  County 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  II 


A.  COUNTY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


MILK: 


In  1953,  there  were  459  registered  dairies  in  the  County,  and  of  that  number 
408  held  Designated  Milk  Licences,  as  follows  : - 

Certified  ...  ...  31  Standard 54 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . 309  Pasteurised  ...  1 4 

13,457,576  gallons  of  milk  Y/ere  produced  in  the  County,  consisting  of 

Certified  ...  ...  1 ,420,085  Standard 1 ,331  ,257 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  10,039,563  Ordinary 666,671 

3,839  samples  of  milk  were  taken;  of  these,  3,043  were  satisfactory  (79.27%) 
and  796  were  unsatisfactory  (20.7 3%)  • The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 

samples  taken  under  each  Designation  and  subjected  for  Bacteriological  Analyses  : - 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Pasteurised 

33 

4 

37 

Certified 

240 

50 

290 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2033 

470 

2503 

Standard 

466 

146 

612 

Ordinary 

249 

125 

374 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

22 

1 

23 

3043 

796 

3839 

169  samples  were  taken  for  biological  examination;  of  that  number,  160  were 
Negative  (94.67%)  and  9 Positive  (5 •33%). 

Twelve  Special  Designated  Licences  were  suspended  during  the  year.  Eleven  were 
restored  on  satisfactory  samples  being  procured  and  one  was  permanently  suspended 
owing  to  a continuous  unsatisfactory  record. 


During  the  year,  the  following  improvements  to  dairy  premises  took  place 


Total  Reconstructions  ...  ... 

Partial  Reconstructions  ...  ...  6 

New  Byres  ...  

Byre  Extensions  ...  2 

Reconstruction  of  Byres  ...  ...  17 

New  Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  15 

New  Dungsteads  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  Water  Supplies  7 

Water  Closets  ...  5 

Wash-hand  Basins ...  ...  ...  13 

Other  Improvements  ...  ...  24 


The  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  carried  out  1 ,057  inspections  of  dairy  farms 
and  the  Milk  Officers  carried  out  2,172  inspections. 

There  v/as  one  prosecution  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934 
for  non sealing  of  cans  and  a fine  of  £1  was  imposed. 


POOD  : 


The  total 


amount  of  food  condemned  was  32  tons  16  cwts. 


14  lbs. 


10  oz  s . 


FACTORIES  ACT  : 


No.  of  premises  on  Register  ... 
No.  of  Inspections  carried  out... 
No.  of  Written  Notices 


• . . ...  847 

...  ...  779 

10 


Particulars/ 


• • o 


• • • 


• 90 


• V • 


32. 


Particulars  of  the  defects  found  were  as  follows  : 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ... 

Inadequate  Ventilation. . . ... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences . . . ... 

Unsuitable  or  defective  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Sanitary  Conveniences  not  separate  for  sexes 


• ® • 

• © O 


11 

3 

9 

19 

14 

1 


HOUSING 


The  number  of  houses  built  was  269  - 239  Traditionals  and  30  Agricultural 
Workers’  Houses. 


34  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

HOUSING  ('SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930  - Section  3: 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  - 17 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930  - Sections  7 and  9: 

No.  of  houses  represented  under  Section  9-170 
No.  of  houses  represented  under  Section  7 - 17 

BUILDING  BYELAWS  : 


No.  of  Improvements  carried  out  - 1 ,321 


COMPLAINTS  : 

819  complaints  were  investigated. 


NUISANCES  : 

679  nuisances  were  found  to  exist.  The  nuisances  consisted  principally  of  : - 

Defective  houses 

Sanitary  defects  in  houses 

Defective  water  supplies 

Defective  drainage 

Choked  drains 

Rat  infestation 

Polluted  burns  and  ditches 

Deposit  of  Refuse 

Defective  W.C.’s  and  Privies 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES  : 

The  year  saw  further  expenditure  at  the, Herring  By-Product  Factory,  Fraserburgh 
and  a "cyclone"  of  American  design  was  erected.  Its  capacity,  however,  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained,  was  only  half  of .the  total  output  required  and  the  older  system  of 
deodourising  the  vapours  had  to  be  kept  in  use.  This  has  resulted  in  a continuance 
of  the  nuisance. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  large  amount  of  fish  processed  continually  has 
prevented  the  shutting  down  of  the  water-tower  system,  which  has  never  been  successful, 
in  order  that,  at  a time  of  northerly  winds,  the  new  "Air-Lift"  drying  plant  would  alone 
discharge  vapour  and  so  give  an  opportunity  to  judge  it  on  its  merits.  It  is  impossible 
to  segregate  the  one  odour  from  the  other 1 

This  factory  is  the  biggest  of  its  kind  in  the  United  Kingdom,  if  not  in  the  world. 
Its  measure  may  be  taken  from  the  fact  that  10,000  crans  of  herring  have  been 
processed  in  f ive-and-a-half  days,  equal  to  a year's  work  in  the  same  factory  before  the 
war.  The  work  is  no  longer  seasonal  but  carries  on  at  a quick  tempo  throughout  the  year  • 
drawing  fish  from  all  parts  of  both  east  and  west  coasts.  Seventy  employees  work  on 
shifts  covering  twenty-four  hours,  a day.  The  annual  turnover  of  the  factory  nears  the 
£1,000,000  mark  and  the  income  afforded  the  fishing  fleet  is  a very . important  factor  in  s 
local  prosperity.  ..... 
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With  the  building  of  other  premises  of  this  nature  elsewhere  in  the  country,  it  i 
hoped  that  the  stress  on  the  local  factory  will  be  much  eased.  Nuisances  caused  by 
slipping  loads  of  herring  were  abated  by  the  Herring  Board  using  large  steel  drums. 


SANITARY  ACCGvLiODATIOi : : 


No.  of  new  W.C.'s  installed 
No.  of  new  Bathrooms  provided 
No.  of  new  sinks  provided 


NEAT  INSPECTION  : 


900 

681 

761 


Dyce  Bacon  Factory  - 


No.  of  Animals  killed  130,961 
No.  of  carcases  condemned  (wholly)  420 
No.  of  carcases  condemned  (partia  lly)  2,928 
No.  of  carcases  passed  127,613 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  - 109  tons  7 cwts.  lbs. 
The  above-mentioned  includes  227  pigs  slaughtered  as  casualties. 


Fraserburgh  Slaughterhouse  - 


No.  of  Animals  killed  8,987 
No.  of  carcases  condemned  (wholly)  140 
No.  of  carcases  condemned  (partially)  141 
No.  of  carcases  passed  8,706 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned 


33  tons  1 cwt.  1 qr.  11  lbs. 


Inverurie  Slaughterhouse  - 


No.  of  Animals  killed  42,292 
No.  of  carcases  condemned  (wholly)  417 
No,  of  carcases  condemned  (partially)  1 31 
No.  of  carcases  passed  41,744 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned 


6b  tons  2 cwts. 


qr.  4 lbs. 


The  above-mentioned  includes  377  cattle,  374  sheep, 
which  were  slaughtered  as  casualties. 


292  pigs  and  685  calves 


Turriff  Slaughterhouse 


No.  of  Animals  killed  - 5,130 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  - 25  tons  19  cwts.  8 lbs. 

Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  - 4 tons  10  cwts.  2 qrs.  1 lbs. 

WATER  : 

355  new  water  supplies  were  installed  during  1 953 • Samples  were  taken  with  the 
following  results  : - 


Chemical  - 

Satisfactory  229 

Unsatisfactory  24 

Bacteriological  - 

Satisfactory  304 

Unsatisfactory  1 4-2 


DRAINAGE  : 

29,381  yards  of  new  drains  were  laid  during  the  year.  709  drains  were 
smoke-tested. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ( ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928  : 

The  number  of  samples  taken  was  as  follows  : - 
Formal  - 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ... 

N on-Genuine  ...  ... 

Convictions  ...  ...  . „ , 


Warnings 

Informal  - 

Genuine 
N on-Genuine 


188 

1 6 


4 (Fine  of  £10,  Fine  of  £8, 
Fine  of  £7 , Fine  of  £1 ) . 


• 6 < 

• • < 


12 


276 

41 


ICE  CREAM  ( SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1913  : 

Number  of  improvements  carried  out  to  premise; 
Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ... 

Number  of  premises  proposed  to  register  . . . 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926  : 

The  number  of  samples  taken  was  as  follows  : - 


• • • 
• • • 
• • • 


Satisfactory  ... 
Unsatisf actory. . . 


• • • 
• © • 


• • 9 

• • • 


60 

12 


2 

66 

41 


CLEANSING  : 


The  County  Special  Scavenging  District  was  extended  by  the  addition  of  3 villages, 
making  a total  of  74  villages  which  now  recieve  a twice-weekly  removal  of  domestic 
refuse.  Any  premises  within  3 miles  distance  from  the  normal  lorry  routes  receive  a 
cleansing  service  on  request.  A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  from  all 
local  authority  houses  and  from  all  rural  schools  within  the  County . Contracts  were 

renewed  for  the  removal  of  refuse  from  the  Burgh  of  Kintore  and  from  the  R.A.S.C. 
Barracks  at  Bridge  of  Don,  Aberdeen. 

Street  sweeping  and  gully  cleaning  were  undertaken  in  all  villages  and  hamlets 
within  the  County  Special  Scavenging  District. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  was  continued  on  a much  lesser  scale  since  difficulty 
was  still  being  found  in  obtaining  a market  for  same.  The  weights  of  waste  materials 
sold  throughout  the  year  were  as  follows  : - 

Waste  Paper  69  tons 
Tins  1 0b  tons 


The  in  operation  consisted  of  1 9 refuse  collection  vehicles  and  2 vans. 

The  erection  of  the  central  depot  at  Dyce  was  completed  and  all  vehicles  in  the 
Aberdeen  area  are  now  satisfactorily  accommodated. 

All  refuse  dumps  were  visited  periodically  by  employees  of  the  Pest  Destruction 
Department  and  rat  extermination  work  carried  out  as  and  where  necessary. 

The  number  of  workmen  required  to  carry  out  the  services  were  48  full-time  and 
6 part-time  employees. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949  : 

Six  full  time  rat  catchers  ere  employed . Five  of  the  operators  are  equipped 
with  motor  cycles,  while  the  senior  operator  is  supplied  with  a motor  van  for  the 
conveyance  of  heavy  plant.  In  addition,  nine  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  give  advice 
to  property  owners  on  request . The  service  is  supervised  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector . 

During  the  year  a survey- was  made  of  4,378  properties,  of  which  414  were  found  to 
be  rat  infested.  In  each  case  the  necessary  work  of  extermination  was  carried  out. 

1 
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The  estimated  and  actual  numbers  of  pests  ext  entrant  aed  by  the  local  authority  rat 
catchers  throughout  the  year  v/ere  as  follows 


Method 

of 

Destruction 

No.  of 
Baits 
Laid 

| No.  of 
i Baits  i 
| Taken  | 

Number  of  Rats  Destroyed 
Estimated  Actual 

Poison 

5,987 

! 2,897  1 

2,897  1 

Traps 

- 

- 

37 

GrciS  • 0 • • • • 

— 

- 

1,981  j 

Totals  • . . 

5,987 

| 2,897  j 

4,878  j 37 

General . 


Farmers  throughout  the  County  have  used  ’'Warfarin"  to  a large  extent,  and  have 
seen  so  satisfied  with  results  that  requests  for  the  services  of  the  local  authority's 
rat  catchers  have  decreased  considerably.  Surveys  were  carried  out  to  determine  the 
efficiency  of  rat  extermination  by  occupiers  and  the  results  proved  that  there  were  no 
oajor  infested; ions  in  the  County.  Due  to  the  lack  of  requests  for  services  of  rat 
catchers,  the  local  authority  decided  that  the  6 employees  should  be  dispensed  -.nth  as 
rrom  15th  January,  1954.  An  advisory  service  is  to  be  provided  by  the  County  Sanitary 
[nspector  and  his  staff. 


B.  SYNOPSIS  OF  REPORTS  BY  BURGH  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

VATER  SUPPLIES  : 

3ALLATER  : 

Work  commenced  on  improvements  to  intake  and  filters  at  Waterworks.  Chemical  and 
x.cteriological  samples  taken  from  intake  were  satisfactory. 

ilLLON  : 

An  ample  supply  of  water  continued  to  be  obtained  from  the  spring  sources  at 
krdgairn,  Harewell  and  Ardarg  and  at  no  time  wa.s  a shortage  imminent.  Two  complaints 
fere  received  regarding  lack  of  water  pressure  and  these  properties  at  Anderson's  Terrace 
rd  Commercial  Road  respectively  are  at  a high  level  within  the  Burgh.  This  matter  is 
l.t  present  being  investigated  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  a recurrence  of  the 
pause  for  complaint. 

Four  additional  connections  were  made  to  the  water  mains  including  three  connections 
;o  new  local  authority  houses. 

To  increase  the  water  supply  to  Ellon  Maternity  Hospital,  452  yards  of  new  4"  cast 
ron  water  main  were  laid  at  Hospital  Road  by  the  North  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  oard. 

The  Town  Council  resolved  to  make  and  did  make  Water  Bye-laws  under  Section  60  of 
he  Water  (Scotland)  Act,  1 946. 

j’RASEEBURGH  : 

Rainfall  for  the  year,  as  measured  at  Fedderate  Reservoir,  was  26.95  inches  which  is 
he  lowest  recorded  since  readings  commenced  in  1937.  The  average  rainfall  over  the  past 
;en  years  has  been  35.57  inches  per  annum.  Fedderate  Reservoir  has  remained  practically 
till  throughout  the  year  except  during  August  end  September  when  the  level  fell  to  2 inches 
pelow  top  water  level.  The  level  was  lowered  to  3 feet  below  overflow  during  February 
md  March  to  enable  repairs  and  overhaul  of  breastwork  stone  pitching  to  oe  undertaken. 

Samples  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  from  both  Fedderate  and  Hillhead  supplies  for 
iacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  and  all  reports  sheaved  excellent  results. 

Supply  was  adequate  in  all  areas  and  consumption  during  the  year,  including  all 
hter  used  for  trade  purposes,  harbour  supplies  and  sewer  flushing,  etc.,  has  averaged 
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Fedderate  1 2!:  main  ...  661,000  gallons 

Hillhead  9"  " ...  l6l,COo"  " 

Hillhead  9"  " ...  41,000  " 

863,000  " per  24  hours. 

The  booster  pump  on  the  Fedderate  trunk  main  was  operated  for  1 ,838  hours  and  the 
booster  on  Hillhead  main  for  1,330  hours. 

The  pump  unit  on  the  Hillhead  supply  was  moved  from  College  Bounds  to  a new  site  on 
West  Road,  where  it  is  proving  much  wore  efficient  in  operation.  Two  filters  at 
Bogensourie  were  dismantled  and  overhauled  arid  all  service  reservoirs  were  emptied  end 
cleaned. 


351  yards  of  6”  main  and  1 29  yards  of  4"  main  were  laid  in  new  extensions  to  serve 
housing  areas. 

HU!; TLX  : 


The  water  supply  has  been  of  sufficient  quantity  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
community  during  the  yean,  ad  though  in  the  closing  weeks  of  December,  the  reservoir 
dropped  to  the  extremely  low  level  of  7 ft.  10  ins.,  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  : 
ovmer  of  Wellheads  Farm  to  collect  some  of  his  surplus  water  supply  to  maintain  the 
reservoir  level.  It  has  been  proved  in  past  years  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  water 
as  the  source  of  supply  consists  of  a catchment  area  situated  at  Wellheads  Farm,  and 
springs  which  run  along  the  Collonach  Valley.  There  is,  however , a certain  section  of 
piping  in  this  area  which  is  incapable  of  taking  all  the  water  collected,  result!. .g  in  a 
large  proportion  of  water  running  to  waste  at  certain  times  of  the  year.  The  Town  Counci  : 

realised  in  1950  the  need  to  conserve  all  the  water  possible,  for  although  the  population  - 
was  not  really  increasing,  the  re-housing  of  the  community  into  new  houses  with  bath- 
rooms and  all  modern  appliances  resulted  in  a greater  consumption  of  water.  A scheme 
to  lay  seven  hundred  yards  of  1 2"  end  9"  additional  piping  to  catch  the  overflow  of 
water  was  presented  to  the  Department  of  Health,  but  while  this  scheme  was  accepted  in  . , 
principle,  a starting  date  was  not  granted  during  the  years  1950,  1951  on  1952.  With 

the  ever-increasing  demand  for  water,  this  scheme  has  still  to  be  considered  or 
alternatively  a permanent  agreement  will  require  to  be  made  with  the  owner  of  'wellheads 
Farm  to  buy  his  surplus  water  on  those  occasions  when  the  Council  require  extra  water 
to  augment  their  own  supply. 

The  quality  of  the  water  was  well  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  periodical 
tests  were  carried  out  for  residual  chlorine.  The  main  supply  of  water  is  piped  from 
the  catchment  area  at  Wellheads  Farm  to  the  Craighead  Reservoir,  which  has  a capacity 
of  10,540,000  gallons.  The  water  in  the  reservoir  is  treated  with  copper  sulphate  to 
control  the  protozaic  growth,  and  thereafter  enters  two  concrete  holding  tanks  where 
chloros  is  added  before  ent  ring  the  distribution  mains.  No  filtration  takes  place  exce,  P. 
when  the  water  passes  through  a Bell's  rotary  filter,  and  while  the  Council  are  aware 
that  either  sand  or  mechanical  filters  would  be  the  ideal  treatment  to  ensure  a clear  ana 
safe  water  supply,  the  financial  burden  is  a major  consideration. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  on  the  distribution  mains  within  the  Burgh  to 
check  wastage,  and  several  notices  were  served  to  owners  drawing  attention  to  defective 
water  fittings.  Scouring  of  the  water  mains  also  took  plane  in  the  spring  at  various 
parts  of  the  Burgh  to  prevent  the  silting  up  of  the  pipes  resulting  in  discoloration 
of  the  water  when  it  arrived  at  the  house  taps. 

The  Department  laid  one  hundred  yards  of  4"  Stanton  iron  pipes  with  mechanical 
joints  in  the  housing  development  at  Castle  Park  Road  to  service  twenty-four  houses. 

No  other  major  alterations  were  carried  out  either  at  the  waterworks  or  the  water 
mains  during  1953. 


INVERURIE  : 


The  Water  Supply  to  the  Burgh  is  obtained  from  three  different  sources,  namely: - 
Mill  of  Easterton  including  North  Bethelnie ; Keithhall  and  Port  Elphinstone. 


Periodic  inspection  is  made  of  all  piping,  valves  and  other  apparatus  to  ensure 
their  working  satisfactorily.  The  settling  tanks,  reservoirs  and  filter  beds  me  cleanec  ot 
out  and  renewed  regularly. 
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For  several  years  the  greatest  problem  has  been  the  shortage  of  water  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  and  the  lack  of  pressure  in  the  higher  level  districts  of  the  Burgh. 

During  the  year  several  Council  and  Committee  Meetings  were  held,  visits  made  to 
the  Clachie,  Linn  and  Ginshie  burns,  a special  visit  to  Peterhead  to  ascertain,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  cost  of  pumping  and  maintenance  of  plant,  and  Civil  Engineers  were 
instructed  to  make  preliminary  surveys  of  the  Bennachie  area,  formulate  a suggestive 
scheme  of  talcing  water  from  the  Clachie  and  Linn  Burns  and  report  with  an  estimated 
cost  of  the  work  to  the  Town  Council. 

Arising  from  all  these  meetings  and  reports  two  alternatives  were  open  to  the 
Town  Council:  (l ) A limited  gravitation  supply  from  the  Clachie  and  Linn  Burns  on 

Bennachie;  (2)  An  unlimited  supply  by  pumping  from  the  River  Don  at  Andt ernes,  with 
of  course,  a high  maintenance  cost. 

The  Civil  Engineers,  after  a preliminary  survey,  submitted  a report  together  with 
a suggestive  augmentation  Scheme  from  the  Clachie  and  Linn  Burns  amounting  to 

approximately  £<4-6*500. 

Referring  to  a scheme  for  punpin,^  water  from  the  River  Don,  this  was  considered 

more  expensive  than  by  natural  gravitation. 

From  30th  March  to  2nd  December  monthly  water flow  readings  were  taken  at  the  Clachie 
and  Linn  Burns  when  it  was  found  that  the  averages  were  Clachie  - 1A8  gallons  per 
minute;  Linn  -126  gallons  per  minute.  The  average  rainfall  during  this  period  was 
3.35  inches,  ranging  from  the  lowest  • 65  inches  in  April;  to  the  highest  8.00  inches 
in  July. 


In  a letter  from  the  Department  of  Health  dated  10th  November,  it  was  suggested 
j that  as  a first  step  the  Town  Council  should  asc  rtain  if  there  is  a suitable  site  on 
which  a storage  reservoir  of  some  6 million  gallons  could  be  constructed  at  a 
reasonable  cost.  In  all  probability  the  need  for  the  reservoir  will  not  arise  for  a 
number  of  years. 

The  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  site  was  very  suitable  for  the  construction  of 
three  dams  on  the  stream.  Upper,  middle  and  lower  dam,  these  forming  three 
reservoirs  of  1 million,  2 million  and  3 illion  gallons  capacity  respectively. 

The  Council  recommend  that  a Water  Order  be  taken  out  for  this  area. 

During  road  work  improvements  at  North  Street,  about  560  yards  of  the  old  3" 
iwater  main  was  lifted  and  replaced  with  new  6"  cast  iron  main. 

New  A"  and  6"  C.I.  water  mains  were  installed  and  services  to  the  Housing  Schemes 
at  Kell  ends  Housing  Site. 

PETERHEAD  : 

A good  end  sufficient  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year,  the 
lowest  recorded  volume  of  water  in  storage  being  28  million  gallons#  Pumping  from  the 
river  to  augment  the  catchment  area  supply  was  continued  throughout  the  year  acid  varied 
ifrom  one  to  three  shifts,  as  the  yield  from  the  catchment  area  continued  to  diminish. 

The  consumption  continues  to  increase  with  industrial  expansion  in  the  nurgh  and  the 
additional  supply  to  the  Prison  and  Boddam,  the  daily  consumption  having  risen  to 
i slightly  over  1 ,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  9 inch  diameter  pipe  line  to  Meethill  was  completed  during  the  year  and  a 
I supply  was  made  available  to  H.He  Prison  and  Boddam  in  the  month  of  February.  The  meter 
reaxling  on  the  line  has  been  showing  a more  or  less  steady  consumption  of  60,000 
| gallons. 

Some  1 ,250  lineal  yards  of  new  6 inch  diameter  cast  iron  water  main  has  been 
llaid  in  the  new  housing  development  in  Catto  Drive.  260  lineal  yards  of  renewal  has 
taken  place  on  existing  mains  in  the  harbour  area. 

The  pressure  has  been  consistently  good  throughout  the  year,  but  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  connect  Cocklaw  on  a permanent  basis  due  to  the  abnormally  high  pressure 
which  was  being  built  up  after  the  indistrial  draw  off  tapers  in  the  evening.  To 
overcome  this  the  Town  Council  have  authorised  the  installation  of  a pressure  reducing 
valve  which  will  control  the  pressure  and  enable  Cocklaw  to  be  put  on  a permanent  and 
automatic  basis. 

The/ 
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The  main  sewers  throughout  the  town  were  well  maintained  during  1953,  and  certain 
sections,  which  have  a fairly  slow  fall,  received  periodical  flushing  and  dragging. 

One  hundred  yards  of  9"  fireclay  pipe  were  laid  in  the  Castle  Park  Road  Housing 
Development  to  take  the  drainage  from  the  twenty-four  new  houses,  and  all  this  v/ork 
was  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 


The  sewage  outfall  which  discharges  into  the  River  Bo^ie  at  a point  below  the  Bogie 
Bridge  received  constant  attention  to  ensure  that  the  breakwater  at  the  point  of  outfall 
always  carried  the  sewage  into  the  centre  of  the  river,  where  the  fast  flowing  currents 
carried  the  sewage  quickly  downstream.  7/liile  this  method  of  sewage  disposal  has  been 
the  only  one  employed  in  the  Burgh  since  there  has  been  a water  carriage  system,  the 
Council  fully  realise  that  this  was  not  the  ideal  method  of  sewage  disposal,  and  they 
had  been  considering  during  the  post-war  years  the  introduction  of  a sewage  disposal 
scheme.  The  year  will  be  marked  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  the  Burgh 
sewage  disposal,  as  during  this  year,  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Harr,  the  appointed  Civil 
Engineers  and  the  Town  Council  had  continual  meetings  to  discuss  the  preparation  of  the 
final  plans  and  working  drawings  for  a Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  which  was  to  be  constructed 
on  part  of  the  Cooper  Park.  The  Department  of  Health  approved  the  proposed  Scheme,  and 
in  the  closing  months  of  1 953  the  Town  Council  invited  offers  for  the  construction  of 
Phase  I of  the  Scheme. 


Although  every  possible  channel  had  been  investigated  for  financial  aid,  no  means 
of  assistance  has  been  found,  and  so  the  Burgh  is  faced  with  an  expenditure  of 
approximately  £30,000  for  Phase  I of  this  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

INVERURIE  : 

All  the  Main  Sewers  and  Private  Drains  are  being  kept  as  far  as  possible,  in  a 
satisfactory  working  condition. 

With  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  the  modernisation  of  existing  dwellings  by  the 
installation  of  new  sanitary  appliances,  the  main  sewers  are  becoming  insufficient  in 
size  to  deal  with  the  additional  quantity  of  sewage  being  added  thereto.  This  is  more 
apparent  when  there  is  a heavy  fall  of  rain  and  the  main  sewer  is  unable  to  cope  with 
this  additional  water,  a certain  amount  of  flooding  is  caused  on  the  roads  and  in  the 
basement  of  severed,  properties . In  the  near  future,  the  whole  question  of  the  Sewerage 
system  for  the  Burgh  will  require  to  be  given  serious  consideration. 

PETERHEAD  : 

The  sewers  have  continued  to  function  without  complaint.  Sewage  is  discharged  in 
the  crude  state  by  several  outfalls  to  the  sea  and  at  no  point  is  there  evidence  of 
soiling  on  the  Foreshore. 


Considerable  damage  was  caused  to  a number  of  the  outfalls  durin^  the  winter,  but 
these  have  been  repaired  and  the  outfalls  arc  in  a good  state  of  repair.  A considerable 
amount  of  new  work  has  been  carried  out  during,  the  year,  including  a new  1 2"  diameter 
sewer  from  a point  near  the  junction  of  Balmoor  Terrace  along  Catto  Drive  and  throughout 
the  new  Catto  Drive  Housing  Development,  some  1 ,200  lineal  yards  in  all,  the  depths 
varying  from  17  feet  deep  to  8 feet  deep.  The  sewage  from  this  area  will  enter  the 

existing  sewer  in  Balmoor  Terrace  and  find  its  way  along  Hay  Crescent  and  Ware  Road  to 
Buchanhaven  outfall.  The  new  outfall  from  the  junction  of  West  Road  and  Station  referred 
to  in  last  year's  report  has  gone  to  tender  and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  work  hy 
Summer.  The  work  consists  of  a 30"  diameter  R.C,  sewer  of  approximately  some  600  lineal 
yards  which  will  run  along  Kirk  Street,  where  it  changes  direction  and  crosses  over  the 
end  of  the  South  Road,  thence  through  the  Smith  Embankment,  discharging  into  the  South 
Bay  below  the  wat er  mark.  The  sewer  will  take  care  of  all  sewage  and  surface  water  in 
the  Grange  Gardens  - Clerkhill  area  and  will  be  of  sufficient  size  to  cope  with  any 
future  development  in  this  area  and  contenpl&ted  development  of  the  area  between  West 
Road  and  the  railway . The  existing  mains  from  these  areas  will  be  transferred  to  this 
sewer  thus  relieving  the  existing  12"  diameter  sewer  on  West  Road  which  is  already 
overloaded  and  surcharges. 

With  the  development  of  further  private  building  in  Cairntrodiie  it  has  been 
necessary  to  extend  the  existing  12"  diameter  sev/er  some  100  lineal  yards  along  this 
road. 

Some  900  lineal  yards  of  new  house  drainage  has  been  laid  in  the  Burgh  all  of  which 
has  been  tested  and  found  satisfactory,  the  workmanship  being  of  a very  high  standard. 

Very  little  difficulty  has  arisen  in  existing  property  drainage,  but  one  still 
occasionally/ 
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The  bacteriological  analysis  of  wo. ter  has  shown  excellent  results  and  the  very 
decided  taste  which  appeared  in.  the  water  in  the  autumn  of  1952  has  so  far  been  overcome. 
Occasionally  a very  slight  taste  could  be  detected,  but  lasts  for  a day  or  so  at  any  one 
time.  Alteration  in  the  dosage  of  chlorine  and  the  point  of  application  has  been 
adopted  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  charges  have  overcome  the  difficulty. 

An  automatic  residual  recorder  lias  now  been  installed  at  Roundhillock  so  that  in 
addition  to  having  an  accurate  residual  record  the  operator  is  enabled  to  maintain  a more 

uniform  dosage. 

The  plant  at  Forehill  has  been  extended  by  the  installation  of  a chlorine  plant  which 
enables  the  application  of  an  additional  dose  to  that  applied  at  the  river  thus  providing 
a further  barrier  to  the  passage  ot  pathogenic  organisms  still  remaining  in  the  water. 

[HOSUmU'Y  : 

The  supply  gave  rise  to  some  little  anxiety  during  the  month  of  October  but  no  serious 

shortage  occurred. 

I TURRIFF  : 

The  consumption  of  the  Burgh  has  increased  during  the  year  and  is  not  in  excess  of 
150,000  gallons  per  day.  This  increase  has  necessitated  more  frequent  use  of  the 
pumping  plant  bringing  in  the  Boggieshalloch  supply  to  augment  that  of  Barnyards.  Both 
these  supplies  continue  to  be  of  good  quality.  Lack  of  pressure  at  pecic  periods  is 
still  bein0  experienced  but  with  the  commencement  of  the  work  on  the  additional  storage 
cistern  and  chlorinating  plant  on  Prospecthili,  in  the  early  summer,  this  trouble  should 
soon  be  at  an  end.  It  is  expected  that  the  whole  of  this  work  will  be  co: pleted  early 
jin  1954. 

DRAINAGE  : 

jEALLATER.  : 

The  sewers  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  The  treatment  of  the 
sewage  is  supervised  by  the  City  of  Aberdeen  Water  Department  at  their  sewage  farm  outwith 
the  Burgh  Boundary.'  The  sewers  were  extended  for  the  new  Housing  scheme  and  the  new 

school • 

! ELLON  : 

There  are  eight  sewers,  five  of  which  discharge  direct  into  the  River  Ythan.  The 
other  three  outlets  first  discharge  into  septic  tanks.  No  complaints  were  received 
regardin  the  sewage  from  the  sewers  which  discharge  into  the  River  Ythan  in  a crude 
state.  The  sewer  outfalls  are  cleansed  monthly  from  1st  Larch  to  1st  November  by  the 
(Burgh  workmen  and  are  also  cleansed  when  necessary  during  the  remaining  months  ox  cne 
year. 

Three  new  connections  were  made  to  the  Public  Sewers . 


pRaSliRBURGH  : 

The  sewerage  system  has  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  Four  i.anholes 
jin  defective  condition  were  re-built  and  two  sea  outfalls  were  repaired.  Major  repair 
involving  relaying  of  18  yards  of  outfall  was  required  to  the  sewer  at  Quarry  Road. 

1 66  yards  of  9"  sewer  and  451  yards  of  6"  sewer  were  laid  in  extensions  to 
housing  areas . 

228  choked  drains  in  housing  schema  property  required  to  be  rectified  and  22 
choked  drains  were  cleared  for  private  parties  on  payment  ox  cost. 


HUNTLY  : 


All  new  house  drains  and 
on  completion.  Few  nuisances 
during  the  year. 


alterations  to  existing  drainage  systems  were  inspected 
, due  to  defective  drainage  systems,  were  discovered 


The/ 


occasionally  encounters  flooding  in  the  foundations  of  houses  where  weepers  have  "been 
inserted  to  keep  the  foundations  dry  during  building  operations.  These  weepers  have 
been  temporarily  connected  to  the  permanent  system  and  there  is  the  bad  case  where  the 
builder  has  forgotten  to  disconnect  this  temporary  connection  with  the  result  that  when  V 
the  main  drain  chokes,  the  soil  finds  its  way  back  into  the  foundation  of  the  house. 

ROSEHEARTY  : 

A complaint  was  lodged  of  flooding  on  two  different  occasions  after  excessive 
rainfall.  A report  was  submitted  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  whilst 
agreeing  with  the  Engineer’s  report  on  the  capacity  of  the  sewers,  suggested  an  inspection 
of  the  storm-water  overflows.  On  examination,  the  overflow  at  the  east  end  of  the  burgh 
was  found  to  be  partially  blocked.  This  was  remedied  but  to  date  the  rainfall  has  been 
normal  and  it  is  inpossible  to  say  whether  this  will  mitigate  the  condition. 

TURRIFF  : 

With  the  building  of  four  new  Private  enterprise  bungalows  in  Fife  Street,  60  yards 
of  6”  sewer  were  required  to  service  them.  This  was  the  only  extension  work  during  the 
year . The  main  system  still  functions  satisfactorily,  except  for  the  septic  tank  and 
filters  which  continue  to  give  trouble.  Still  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Department 
of  Health  on  the  scheme  of  renewal  submitted  in  1948. 


NUISANCES  : 

BALLATER  : 

During  the  year  sixteen  nuisances  were  discovered  or  complained  of,  thirty  visits  of 
inspection  and  enquiry  were  made.  The  nuisances  consisted  chiefly  of  defective  drains, 
choked  water  closets,  defective  rhones,  etc.,  and  river  pollution.  • 

ELLON  : 

Seventeen  complaints  were  received,  all  of  which  were  given  attention. 

FRASERBURGH  : 

53  nuisances,  chiefly  choked  drains  and  insanitary  premises  were  dealt  with.  The 
difficulty  with  regard  to  the  obnoxious  smell  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  Herring 
Bye-Products  factory  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  has  continued. 

A serious  situation  arose  during  the  year  caused  by  the  very  heavy  traffic  of 
herring  in  open  trucks  from  the  railway  station  to  the  factory  for  conversion  to  meal 
and  oil.  These  herrings  arrived  by  train  loads  in  a putrefying  and  very  soft  condition 
and  were  transferred  from  open  rail  waggons  to  motor  lorries  which  were  driven  1 y miles 
through  the  streets  of  the  town.  Spillage  of  liquid  from  the  decaying  fish  throughout 
the  whole  length  of  the  route  created  a most  obnoxious  nuisance  since  the  traffic 
continued  for  weeks.  The  railwa. y goods  yard  became  a quagmire  inches  deep  in  decaying 
fish  offal.  The  Herring  Industry  Board,  which  was  responsible  for  this  traffic,  was 
most  unhelpful  and  indeed,  an  ultimatum  threatening  prosecution  was  required  before  the 
Board  could  be  induced  to  alter  the  method  of  haulage. 

Since  then  the  material  has  been  transported  in  AO  gallon  open  ended  oil  drums,  and 
while  this  method  has  prevented  the  fouling  of  the  railwa, y goods  yard  and  the  public 
streets,  it  has  of  itself  created  a new  problem  in  so  far  as  thousands  of  these  empty 
drums  are  now  being  accumulated  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  They  are  in  dirty 
condition  and  action  will  undoubtedly  have  to  be  taken  if  serious  nuisance  is  to  be 
avoided.  It  appears  that  the  whole  question  of  the  hygienic  handling  and  transport  of 
this  material  might  advantageously  be  investigated  and  discussed  between  the  Department 
and  the  Herring  Industry,  Board. 

INVERURIE  : 

Systematic  Inspection  was  made  during  the  year  to  ascertain  Nuisances  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  authors. 

Nuisances  dealt  with  consisted  generally  of  defective  drains  and  Sanitary  appliances 
damp  and  defective  houses  and  defective  water  pipes. 

PETERHEAD  :/ 


PETERHEAD  : 


25  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  consisting  chiefly  of  defective  sanitary 
fittings,  drains  and  water  pipes • Numerous  complaints  were  received  and  dea.lt  with  in 
connection  with  the  storage  and  collection  of  hones.  Fortunately  the  storage  was  only 
of .short  duration  and  verbal  intimation  was  sufficient  to  have  the  nuisance  removed. 

TURRIFF  : 

No  official  intimation  in  terms  of  Sections  1 6 - 19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
A.ct,  1897  was  issued  during  the  year.  Verbal  notice  sufficed  when  choked  drains  were 

reported. 


DLEMSING  : 

3ALLATER  : 

The  sweeping  of  streets  and  removal  of  household  refuse  was  carried  out  by  the  Burgh 
vorkmen.  During  winter  months  refuse  was  collected  every  second  day  and  during  summer  a 
laily  collection  was  made.  Regular  deratisation  was  carried  out  at  the  refuse  dump. 

3LLCN  : 


Cleansing  of  the  Burgh  is  carried  out  with  the  add  of  a "Karrier  Bantam"  vehicle. 

There  is  a thrice  weekly  collection.  In  addition  to  the  collection  of  refuse,  the  vehicle 
rhich  is  a multi-purpose  one  is  adapted  to  allow  the  attachment  of  a mower  for  the 
jutting  of  the  Public  Perk  grass  and  to  work  in  connection  with  water  supply  undertakings, 

lousing  schemes  etc. 

This  year  a Ferguson  tractor  was  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  pulling  the  mower  for 

I jutting  the  Public  Park  grass  and  for  use  in  other  works  to  relieve  the  Karrier  Bantam 
vehicle.  Three  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  condition  of  the  refuse  dump  and 
;he  sealing  off  of  the  dump  face  is  at  present  in  hand.  A portion  of  the  Burgh  dump 
extending  to  approximately  900  sq . yards  is  condinued  to  be  let  on  a year  to  year  basis 
is  a workyard  to  a Building  Contractor. 

PASERBURGH  : 


For  purposes  of  street  cleaning  the  town  is  divided  into  seven  districts,  each  in 
iharge  of  one  sweeper  equipped  with  "orderly"  barrow.  Division  of  districts  is 
jeriodically  reviewed  and  adjusted  to  include  extensions  of  housing  areas. 

Refuse  collection  service  is  provided  to  all  districts  on  every  alternate  day,  tv/o 
'efuse  collection  vehicles  being  engaged  and  all  work  being  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 
1-ully  clearing  is  done  by  hand  to  horse  drawn  "tumbler"  cart. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Lochpots  situated  beyond  the  outskirts 
')f'  the  town.  During  the  year  approximately  4 acres  were  released  for  cultivation  and  a 
’urther  area  taken  over  for  tipping. 

Waste  paper  salvage  has  continued  to  find  a poor  market  and  the  price  offered  for 
■aled  mixed  waste  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  handling  the  material.  The  quantity  disposed 
>f  during  1953  amounted  to  43  tons  16  cuts. , valued  at  £173  b/~» 

FUNTLY  : 

The  cleansing  service  was  well  maintained  during  the  year  with  the  collection  of 
lomestic  refuse  on  alternate  days,  and  the  collection  of  shop  salvage  being  undertaken 
>ne  day  per  week,  which  always  resulted  in  a.  heavy  yield.  The  collection  of  garden 
'efuse  during  the  summer  months  was  well  patronised,  especially  in  the  spring,  when  the 
gardening  enthusiasts  were  commencing  work  for  the  season. 

All  the  refuse  was  disposed  of  a.t  the  old  quarry  situated  just  outside  the  3urgh 
boundary  at  Corvichen.  A system  of  controlled  tipping  was  carried  out  at  the  dump  under 
constant  supervision,  while  Aberdeen  County  Council  Rat  Disposal  Squad  was  employed  at 
regular  intervals  to  control  the  rat  infestation  and  no  complaint  was  received  regarding 
;he  refuse  dump  during  the  year. 

A new  Karrier  Bantam  Cleansing  Wagon  wa.s  purchased  and  was  delivered  in  the  Autumn. 
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With  the  development  of  new  housing  areas,  the  yield  of  household  refuse  was  constantly 
increasing,  and  with  the  extra  street  cleansing  which  is  necessary  in  the  new  housing- 
scheme,  the  Burgh  Cleansing  Department  is  one  which  will  continue  to  have  additional 
commitments,  and  also  increased  expenditure. 

■ 

Two  street  orderlies  were  kept  constantly  employed  on  the  cleansing  of  the  streets, 
while  additional  labour  was  necessary  throughout  the  year  to  keep  the  Burgh  looking  at 
its  best*  Although  no  severe  snow-storm  took  place  during  1 953,  the  Burgh  workmen  were 
employed  on  street  sanding  during  the  hard  frost  experienced  in  the  early  weeks  of  the 
year.  The  mechanical  grit  sprinkler  was  used  as  a speedy  method  of  covering  the  ground, 
and  no  street  was  closed.  ho  serious  flooding  took  place  during  the  year. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  from  the  shops,  and  a -weekly  collection  from  the 
houses  continued  during  the  year,  but  the  attractive  price  of  £14  per  ton  for  baled 
waste  paper  had  completely  disappeared.  In  the  year  under  review,  it  was  difficult  at 
times  to  find  a.  ready  market  for  waste  paper  at  £2  or  £4  per  ton,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  even  this  price  could  not  be  procured,  and  paper  had  to  be  burned.  The  total 
amount  realised  from  the  sale  of  waste  paper  and  scrap  metal  was  £74:  4:  6,  while  the 
expenditure  on  workmen's  wages,  transport  and  baling  materials  amounted  to  £169:10:  5 
showing  a loss  of  £95:  5:11*  This  makes  disappointing  reading  when  it  is  recalled  that 
in  1952  the  salvage  showed  a profit  of  £110:13:  7*  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  in  I 
future  years  the  demand  for  waste  paper  will  improve,  and  a more  attractive  price 
procured.  It  was  felt  that  the  collection  of  waste  paper  should  not  be  entirely 
discontinued,  as  the  cleansing  department  were  under  an  obligation  to  collect  shop  refuse, 
moreover  the  house  collection  prevented  the  waste  paper,  which  would  ultimately  have 
found  its  way  into  the  dustbins,  from  being  strewn  all-over  the  town  during  high  winds, 
much  to  the  annoyance  of  early  morning  travellers  and  street  scavengers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  salvage  and  scrap  metal  collected  during 
1953  : - 


Waste  Paper 
Scrap  lietal 

TOTAL 

The  town  is  well  provided  with  these  essential  facilities,  and  with  the  eve r- 
increasing  road  traffic  and  'bus  tours  visiting  the  Burgh,  constant  supervision  was 
required,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  A daily  cleansing  programme  is  carried 
out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  including  Sunday,  and  in  a few  instances  a double  visit 
was  necessary  during  the  height  of  the  tourist  season. 

All  the  buildings  and  appliances  were  well  maintained  during  the  year,  and  the 
roof  of  the  Convenience  situated  in  Bogie  Street  was  reconstructed,  and  the  interior 
redecorated.  Occasionally,  petty  malicious  damage  was  reported,  but  the  necessary 
remedial  work  was  promptly  carried  out  by  the  Burgh  plumber  and  painter. 

INVERURIE  : 

The  scavenging  arrangements  of  the  Burgh  are  being  carried  our  satisfactorily.  For 
scavenging  and  Refuse  Collecting  purposes  the  Burgh  is  divided  into  three  areas  namely 
northern,  central  and  southern  areas. 

The  refuse  is  collected  by  Motor  Wagon  two  days  a week  in  each  area,  the  scavenger 
in  that  area  assisting  in  the  collection.  All  household  refuse  is  eolleeted  by  about 
1 2 noon  each  day  and  the  wagon  is  usually  free  in  the  afternoon  for  other  work  such  as 
the  cleaning  out  of  street  refuse  dumps. 

A scavenger  is  employed  in  each  area  and  each  street  receives  attention.  The  whole  ! 
system  of  scavenging  and  collection  is  working  out  in  a very  economical  and  efficient 
manner  • 

The  Quantity  of  Waste  Paper  collected  during  the  year  was  40  tons,  11  cwts.  2 qrs. 

20  lbs. 

PETETifEAD  : 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  still. continues  to  increase  with  the  expamsion  of 

the/ 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

16  5 

1 3 2 

17  8 2 
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the  Burgh,  Collections  are  na.de  in  the  forenoon  of  three  days  each  week  and  every 
endeavour  is  made  to  have  all  "bins  uplifted  by  noon.  This  is  becoming  more  difficult 
ea.ch  year  with  the  lore  sent  fleet  of  two  Shelvoks  and  Drewry  freighters,  one  motor 
lorry  and  a horse  wagon.  Shop  collections  are  made  once  every  fortnight  and  this 
arrangement  works  quite  satisfactorily.  The  popularity  of  the  household  Christmas  tree 
has  grown  so  much  that  a special  collection  of  trees  may  have  to  be  made. 

ROSEHEARTY  : 

Cleansing  is  carried  out  by  a private  contractor  who  makes  three  collections 
weekly  in  addition  to  a collection  of  garden  refuse  once  a v/eek  fro  i march  to  i November , 
The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  municipal  tip  controlled  by  the  Burgh  workmen  very 

efficiently , 

There  is  no  salvage  scheme  in  operation  in  the  burgh. 


TURRIFF  : 

The  twice-weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  by  the  two  Karri er  Bantams 
continues  satisfactorily  and  street  sweeping  is  thoroughly  carried  out.  There  is  still 
a considerable  amount  of  thoughtless  litter  in  spite  of  the  provision  of  waste 
receptacles.  The  controlled  tip  on  the  market  Hill  has  only  an  estimated  life  of  two 
years  remaining  and  attention  is  now  being  directed  to  the  provision  of  an  alternative 
site. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  : 


The  number  of  animals  killed  in  the  four  Public  Slaughterhouses  were  as  follows 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fraserburgh  ... 

1577 

7182 

563 

61 

Inverurie  . . . 

. . . 4842 

34135 

493 

818 

Peterhead  • . . 

...  703 

6673 

661 

17 

Turrif f ... 

798 

4010 

231 

111 

POOD  INSPECTION  : 

11  tons,  11  cwts.  1 qr.  of  assorted  foodstuffs  v/ere  seised  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

HOUSING  : 

The  following  houses  v/ere  completed  during  the  year  1 953  : - 
Private  Enterprise  Local  Authority 

55  279 

[OFFENSIVE  TRADES  : 

Gut  and  Tripe  Cleaning  is  carried  out  in  Inverurie  and  Peterhead.  The  premises  were 
kept  under  supervision  and  no  complaint  was  received  regarding  the  conduct  of  tnese 
bu  inesses. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  : 

All  premises  on  the  register  were  periodically  visited  and  notices  served  where 
necessary. 
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